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Born of the Virgin Mary 


A former student, strongly conservative in his theo- 
logical views, was undergoing examination be- 
fore a presbytery. He was asked, “Do you believe that 
the doctrine of the Virgin Birth is an essential doc- 
trine?” He replied that he did not. Further question- 
ing revealed his essential orthodoxy, but his incautious 
reply to that carelessly framed question very nearly 
led to a refusal to ordain him. The negative thesis of 
this paper is that such carelessness is all too typical 
of the handling of this doctrine both by those who 
accept it and those who question or reject it. 

The student under examination should have re- 
quested further definition of the question. “Essential? 
For what?” Essential for salvation in the sense that one 
who believes all the doctrines of the creed and is per- 
sonally committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour 
but has some doubts about the validity or importance 
of this one doctrine cannot hope for heaven? Surely 
no one would maintain that. The student was really 
saying that he did not accept the doctrine as essential 
in that sense, yet he failed to say so explicitly. The 
presbytery, on the other hand, misunderstood him but 
did not define it either. Obscure thinking about this 
doctrine seems to be so widespread that one might 
almost describe it as typical. But a sweeping generaliza- 
tion such as this requires at least some illustration. 


SOME INSECURE DEFENSES 
In the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, Beckwith be- 


gins his excellent presentation of this doctrine by 
pointing out that the Virgin Birth was the unchal- 
lenged conviction of the Church until the eighteenth 
century, and that the first to attack it then were such 
“free thinkers” as Voltaire and Thomas Paine. His- 
torically his statement seems to be unimpeachable, but 
one asks whether it justifies any inferences as to the 
validity of the doctrine; and, if it does, how firmly may 
they be drawn? Surely the fact that so many Christian 
people, great and small, learned and ordinary, wise 
and simple, found this doctrine to fit into their under- 
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standing of the Christian faith would suggest that it 
ought not to be rejected lightly. On the other hand, 
one cannot forget that beliefs even more universally 
adhered to have at one time been abandoned. 

Again, the fact that disbelief in this doctrine came 
late has been used by some as an argument in favor of 
the Virgin Birth and by others as an argument against 
it. One group seems convinced that antiquity proves 
validity, while the other would hold that the newer 
is the truer. The fact seems to be that chronological 
considerations are quite irrelevant to questions of valid- 
ity. And the contention that this must be a valid doc- 
trine because those who first attacked it were such 
“unsavory” people has no logical standing. To argue 
thus is to commit the well-known fallacy of argumen- 
tum ad hominem—surely even the devil may sometimes 
tell the truth. In any case, if it be granted that the esti- 
mate of those free thinkers was irresponsible and despic- 
able, we have to remember that many a subsequent 
thinker, who cannot so readily be condemned, has 
agreed with their criticism of this doctrine. 

Another way in which the Virgin Birth doctrine has 
been loosely attacked and defended has been in point- 
ing to certain birth claims in nonbiblical sources. For 
instance, it is pointed out that in the past there was a 
widespread tendency to account for outstanding people 
like Alexander the Great in terms of supernatural 
paternity. The case of Jesus of Nazareth is said to be 
another example; and some have even suggested 
that such a claim was deliberately made on his behalf 
so that early Christianity might have miracles to match 
those of its rivals. Thus the implied argument is that 
no sensible person today would accept the supernatural 
paternity of Alexander, and no such person would 
believe this of our Lord. Whatever one might say for 
that conclusion, the argument itself is rather worthless. 

In the first place, the cases of Alexander and of 
Jesus are not parallel. No one in a rigidly monotheistic 
setting ever suggested that an eternally-existing divine 
person became incarnate in Alexander the Great; yet 
that is exactly the claim made with regard to Jesus. 
In the second place, this argument can be simply 
turned around and still have the same force. One 
might contend that as Alexander was not born of super- 
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natural paternity, neither was Jesus; and another could 
argue that since Jesus did have supernatural paternity, 
then Alexander did also. 

For the present we are rejecting both arguments as 
arguments. We are convinced that in point of fact 
Jesus had supernatural paternity and Alexander did not; 
but one cannot argue from the one case to the other 
because the parallel is not valid. It may be that the 
tendency to claim supernatural paternity for great 
heroes, great benefactors of humanity, does carry slight 
implication in support of the actual supernatural pater- 
nity of Jesus. It is a Christian belief, supported by 
Scripture, that God has not left himself without a wit- 
ness among any people. The suggestion is that in har- 
mony with this universal witness thoughtful people 
have known that the real benefaction needed by fallen 
humanity could come only through one who enjoyed 
supernatural paternity, and that those who made such 
a claim for people like Alexander wrongly identified 
that benefactor. Had they been able to identify him 
with Jesus they would have been correct. 

Would-be defenders of the doctrine of the Vi irgin 
Birth have also appealed to alleged examples of “nat- 
ural” virgin birth in order to support their argument 
that Jesus could have been born of a virgin mother. 
They have claimed as a medically proven fact that 
virgin births do occasionally occur naturally. The 
writer has never seen evidence sufficient to convince 
him of this, but if it proves anything, it proves the 
very opposite of the conclusion it tries to support. Ad- 
vocates would prove that Jesus may have been naturally 
born of a virgin, without any paternity whatever, yet 
what they really want to prove is his supernatural 
paternity! Why do they not see the folly of such rea- 
soning? Perhaps they have their minds on something 
else. Their real concern is to maintain the full deity 
and competent saviourhood of Jesus, and for this they 
are sure that his supernatural paternity is essential. We 
agree. But then they take it for granted that there 
can be no supernatural paternity without virgin birth 
—an assumption which still remains to be examined. 
Furthermore, they blindly go on to argue for the Virgin 
Birth as a possibility without any paternity whatever. 
The truth is not served—it is rather betrayed—by such 
inconsequential reasoning. 

A similar judgment must be passed on many who 
seek to prove the virgin birth of our Lord on the basis 
of his claim to sinlessness. Their interest also is in 
the full deity and adequate saviourhood of Jesus, for 
which sinlessness would seem to be essential. Again 
we agree, and we believe that each of these doctrines 
can be well established. The question is, does the sin- 
lessness of Jesus, once granted, commit us to a belief 
in his virgin birth? Let us sharpen the question. We 
fully accept his deity, his all-competent saviourhood, his 
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sinlessness, and his birth of a virgin. The question is, 
if you know of his sinlessness but had never heard of 
his virgin birth, could you logically deduce the latter 
doctrine from the former? 

This has been attempted. Some have argued that 
virginity is a morally pure state, while natural mother- 
hood apparently is not, and so a sinless saviour must 
have been born of a virgin mother. But is virginity 
morally superior to motherhood in lawful wedlock? 
We would deny it emphatically. Even if it were, 
however, a virgin would have to be sinless herself in 
order to give sinless birth. 

It has sometimes been argued that the elimination 
of a human father, in the case of Jesus, broke the 
otherwise unbroken chain of original sin and_ so 
brought about his sinlessness; but who would seriously 
maintain that original sin descends only through the 
human father? If sin did not descend to Jesus, then 
the reason must have been either that there was no 
human father and his virgin mother was sinless (which 
is what the Roman Catholics maintain) or the super- 
natural agency of the Holy Spirit broke the chain. 
Could there have been such a supernatural agency, and 
could it have broken that chain, only if Jesus was born 
of a virgin? That is what would have to be proved by 
those who contend that the Virgin Birth is a logical 
inference from the sinlessness of Jesus. But no man 
knows enough to make such claims. We may believe 
that that is how it came about, but because we do not 
know what options were open to the power and wis- 
dom of God we cannot maintain it was the only way 
it could have happened. The same is true of the argu- 
ment that were he not virgin born, he was not God 
incarnate. We believe he was virgin born and that 
he was and is one theanthropic person; but no man 
knows enough to argue that he could not have been 
the latter if he were not also the former. 


THE BASIS OF BELIEF 


What then is the basis of our belief in the Virgin 
Birth? It rests mainly on our conviction that the Holy 
Spirit is the real author of the Scriptures, and that the 
Virgin Birth is adequately affirmed therein. Secondar- 
ily, it rests on the perception that while no man knows 
enough to contend that this doctrine is tied to the 
other doctrines of Christology and Soteriology by irref- 
ragable logical connections, there is a beautiful har- 
mony hover een the various doctrines. We cannot main- 
tain that because Jesus is very God of very God, our 
sinless Saviour, he could have become incarnate only 
through a virgin birth. But we do believe that God 
himself has told us this was the way it happened, and 
on this basis we are bound to believe it. We can be 
sure that there was good reason on the part of God 
why he chose this manner rather than some other; 
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and as we see it at this end, the divinely chosen way 
fits in beautifully with all the other basic doctrines 
of revelation. 

Again, however, we are confronted by a view widely 
debated and with a surprising amount of loose thinking 
on both sides. Immediately involved in this discussion 
is the doctrine of revelation and the field of biblical 
criticism. What lies in back of the controversy is the 
problem of naturalism and supernaturalism. Many of 
the arguments used in questioning, rejecting, or ren- 
dering unimportant the doctrine of the Virgin Birth 
would appeal only to those who either do not recognize 
the Holy Spirit as the real and effective author of 
Scripture or who question the authenticity of the birth 
stories in Matthew and Luke. This latter problem 
seems to me to have been dealt with in masterly fashion 
by Dr. Machen in his book, The Virgin Birth of Christ. 
Nothing which has since been written seems to 
weaken his contention that these stories belong to the 
earliest tradition of the Church and formed part of 
the original Gospels. 

Particularly since the discovery of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, there has been a marked tendency to date all 
the Gospels early. The widespread contention that 
Matthew is unreliable seems to be increasingly subject 
to suspicion, and in any case it relates to Matthew’s 
treatment of the law, not to these birth stories. Luke’s 
competence, however, in recording facts is becoming 
more and more recognized. That he was a very able 
historian, whose record of the virgin birth of Jesus 
was early and carefully sifted from written and oral 
sources, is shown in that he has never yet been proved 
mistaken in his judgments of fact. He also was inti- 
mately acquainted with the teachings of Paul, and it 
seems inconceivable that he would have recorded the 
mode of Jesus’ birth without defending his doing so 
had he not known that it formed part of the belief of 
that apostle. 


THE GENEALOGICAL PROBLEM 


The great difference between the genealogies in 
Matthew and Luke has, of course, created difficulty. 
There is an explanation which seems at least plausible, 
and it is that Joseph was the legal, not the natural, 
father, and that Matthew, the “legalist,” gives us the 
legal genealogy while Luke, the historian and doctor, 
gives us the genealogy through the real mother. To 
reject that explanation, unless it can be shown to be 
utterly without chance when the alternative is so for- 
bidding, seems to me to be possible only for those 
who have “an axe to grind.” The alternative is not 
one which ordinarily decent critics would lightly ac- 
cept. Aside from the fact that it involves denying 
that these authors were moved to record this story by 
the agency of the Holy Spirit, it also contends that 
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the authors of the first and third Gospels irresponsibly 
commended the person and work of Christ by claim- 
ing for him a birth which could only have raised very 
serious questions in the minds of Jesus’ followers and 
relatives (who were in a position to know if the stories 
were false) and to cause the unsympathetic to misrep- 
resent his parentage (as we know that they actually 
did). It seems to me that modern writers who accept 
this alternative would feel very much aggrieved—and 
justly so—if, without any more evidence than is here 
available, their own competence were similarly reflected 
upon. Why then do some lightly accept such a reflec- 
tion on the competence of the authors of the first and 
third Gospels? Even modern scholars have some obli- 
gation to be gentlemen. 


THE UNITY OF SCRIPTURE 


What must be said of the doubt thrown on the Mat- 
thew and Luke birth stories that the Virgin Birth is not 
clearly and directly referred to in the Epistles? Even 
if one ignores the position that the Holy Spirit is the 
real and effective author of the Scriptures, the argu- 
ment for the doubt does not carry much weight unless 
it can be shown that, without such mention, the author 
could not have accomplished his purpose. For example, 
had there not been a serious abuse of the Lord’s Supper 
in the Church at Corinth, there would have been no 
occasion for reference to it in any of Paul’s Epistles. 
But to infer from such silence that Paul did not observe 
that Sacrament, and did not believe that it was insti- 
tuted by our Lord himself, would be completely errone- 
ous. Can it be shown in the Epistles that there was 
any occasion which could not have been dealt with, 
apart from reference to the Virgin Birth, if the writer 
had believed in it? I think not. It is understandable 
that such a doctrine would not have been discussed 
unless it was absolutely necessary. 

The case for the Virgin Birth is of course stronger 
if one believes that the Holy Spirit was the real author 
of the Scriptures. He saw to it that this doctrine was 
related twice. How many times does He have to say 
something before some people will believe it? Further- 
more, if the Holy Spirit thought this doctrine important 
enough to see that it was twice spoken of, what right 
have certain theologians to assert that they are down- 
right uninterested in it? 

The question finally boils down to this. Are we or 
are we not willing to accept the supernaturalistic claims 
of the Scriptures? If we are, then the doctrine of the 
virgin birth of Jesus will seem to us to be on solid 
ground. If we are not, then despite anything we may 
tell ourselves or others—albeit sincerely—we are sitting 
in judgment of the Scriptures and employing as our 
basis of judgment a philosophy more naturalistic than 
that of the Scriptures themselves. END 
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Browning's ‘Christmas-Eve 


JAMES WESLEY INGLES 


i the latter half of the nineteenth century, Matthew 
Arnold in his “Dover Beach” said that he could hear 
only “the melancholy, long-withdrawing roar” of the 
tide of faith that had once been at the full. Many a 
thoughtful mind and earnest spirit were swept away by 
the receding tide, caught in the undertow of rationalism 
and skepticism. 

Robert Browning, now generally recognized as the 
greatest English poet of his time, and one of the chief 
celebrities of English poetry, stood like a pharos-tower 
against these forces that were weakening the hold of 
the Christian faith upon many of the great minds of 
the age. William Lyon Phelps called him “of all true 
English poets, the most definitely Christian, the most 
sure of his ground.” 

Brought up in an evangelical home by a devout 
mother and a highly intelligent father, Browning, after 
a period of youthful skepticism and rebellion, was to 
turn the great combined powers of his penetrating 
intellect and brilliant imagination to the defense of the 
Christian faith, and to expressing again and again in 
his poetry the centrality of Christ, whom he adored as 
very God and very man, in whom he found the key to 
all this unintelligible world, as he has the aged Apostle 
John say in “A Death in the Desert:” 


I say, the acknowledgement of God in Christ, 
Accepted by thy reason, solves for thee 

All questions in the earth and out of it 

And has so far advanced thee to be wise. 


And he ends that poem with the heart-wrung cry: 


“Call Christ, then, the illimitable God, 
Or lost!” 


Browning's poetic method is generally that of the 
dramatist, communicating ideas through his characters 
objectively rather than directly and didactically in his 
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versity, and D.D. from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
6 [174] 


own person. However, in 1850, influenced perhaps by 
his wife’s earlier prompting to speak out unequivocally 
in his own voice some of his great convictions, he pub- 
lished a pair of poems on the two supreme holy days in 
the Church’s calendar, “Christmas-Eve and Easter- 
Day.” 

It is unfortunate that Browning’s poetry in general 
and this work in particular are so little known among 
ministers and theological students in our time. There is 
no poet of his stature more fitted to challenge the in- 
different, to strengthen the faltering, to guide and 
quicken the bewildered. He sounds no uncertain trum- 
pet. And in the hands of the intelligent preacher, his 
instrument can sound a rallying call to those who halt 
between two opinions. 


ONE STORMY NIGHT 


“Christmas-Eve” is a first-person narrative. It purports 
to give us an account of an experience the poet had one 
stormy night. Whimsey and fantasy are combined with 
an almost Dickensian realism. In dream-like sequence 
the poet is transported from a little Nonconformist, 
Congregational Chapel to the great basilica of St. Peter’s 
in Rome, and from thence to a lecture-hall in Géttingen 
—and in these three experiences, so dramatically juxta- 
posed, we see represented three very different ap- 
proaches to the mystery of the Incarnation: the evan- 
gelical (albeit here in its most primitive and least 
attractive form); the ritualistic or liturgical Cin its most 
majestic display); and finally the rationalist Cin its most 
pathetic and sterile self-assurance). 

It was a cold, rainy night that imagined Christmas- 
Eve when the poet made his way to the lath-and-plaster 
entry of the ugly little Zion Chapel. The gathering 
congregation pressed by him, somewhat contemptuous 
of the stranger. Browning sketches a few of the char- 
acters with the skill of a cartoonist. There was a “fat, 
weary woman, panting and bewildered;” a “little old- 
faced sister-turned-mother” with a sickly babe; “a fe- 
male something” with lips too white and streaks of 
red on each hollow cheek; “a tall yellow man, like the 
Penitent Thief, with his jaw bound up in a handker- 
chief.” Each gave him the same questioning glance, 
as if he were a spy among the elect. He— 
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. . soon had enough of it, 
The hot smell and the human noises, 
. the pig-of-lead-like pressure 
Of the preaching man’s immense stupidity. . . 


pouring his doctrine forth, handling the Word with a 
fine irreverence, making a patchwork of chapters and 
texts in severance. But the flock “sat on, divinely 
flustered.” 

Eventually the poet could stand no more and escaped 
from the stifling atmosphere of the little chapel. Out- 
side there was a lull in the storm and a moon struggling 
in its cloud-prison. He walked on, his mind full of the 
scene he had left, “the placid flock, the pastor vocifer- 
ant,” reflecting on the pathos of the mangled truth, the 
text-proving zeal of the earnest but ignorant preacher. 
“The zeal was good and the aspiration,” but to one of 
his trained intelligence the fantastic allegorizing was 
intolerable, proving “by Pharaoh’s baker's dream of 
Baskets Three the doctrine of the Trinity.” 

He began to think it better to worship God in Na- 
ture. And across the night sky, he saw “a moon-rain- 
bow, vast and perfect, from heaven to heaven extend- 
ing.” All at once he looked up with terror. 


He was there, 
He himself with his human air. 


But the poet could see only the back of the mystical 
Figure of the Lord as he passed. No face, only “a 
sweepy garment, vast and white” with a hem that he 
could recognize. 

And he realized that the Lord had been there in 
the little chapel as he had promised to be “where two 
or three should meet and pray.” And he pressed toward 


the vesture’s hem and cried out: 


“But not so, Lord! It cannot be 

That thou, indeed, art leaving me— 

Me, that have despised thy friends! .. . 
Folly and pride o’ercame my heart. 

Our best is bad, nor bears thy test; 
Still, it should be our very best. 

I thought it best that you, the spirit, 

Be worshipped in spirit and in truth, 
And in beauty, as even we require it— 
Not in the forms burlesque, uncouth . . . 
I have looked to thee from the beginning .. . 
But if thou leavest me—” 


The whole wondrous Face turned upon him full 
then, and, caught up as it were in the vesture’s ampli- 
tude, he is upborne, yet walking too. And the Lord 


seems to say to him: 


“God who registers the cup 

Of mere cold water, for his sake 

To a disciple rendered up, 

Disdains not his own thirst to slake 

At the poorest love was ever offered.” 


And because the poet’s heart was “with true love 
trembling at the brim,” he is allowed to follow the great 
Figure across the world. They stop before the marvel 
of St. Peter’s in Rome, 


The whole Basilica alive! 

Men in the chancel, body and nave, 
Men on the pillars’ architrave, 

Men on the statues, men on the tombs. . . 
All famishing in expectation 

Of the main altar’s consummation. 

For see, for see, the rapturous moment 
Approaches, and earth’s best endowment 
Blends with heaven’s; the taper-fires 
Pant up, the winding brazen spires 

Heave loftier .. . 

The incense-gaspings . . . 

Suspire in clouds; the organ blatant 
Holds his breath . . . 

At the silver bell’s shrill tinkling . . . 
Earth breaks up, time drops away, 

In flows heaven, with its new day 

Of endless life, when He who trod, 
Very man and very God, 

This earth in weakness shame and pain, 
Dying the death whose signs remain 
Up yonder on the accursed tree,— 
Shall come again, no more to be 

Of captivity the thrall, 

But the one God, All in all, 

King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

As his servant John received the words, 
“IT died, and live forevermore!” 


But the poet is left outside the door, meditating on 
the magnificent display of the Christmas mass. He re- 
calls the errors and perversities under Rome’s yoke 
which had brought on the Reformation, but above the 
error he sees the love, here too amid the beauty, pomp 
and pageantry, just as it was in the unsightly little 
chapel. But in each, while his heart was warmed by 
the human devotion, his intellect was left unsatisfied, 
and he longs for something that will meet the need of 
the whole man. 


TEMPER OF RATIONALISM 


He is caught up again in the vesture’s fold and left 
alone at the entrance to a lecture-hall in Géttingen 
where people are sitting expectantly. There is a buzz- 
ing, and “a hawk-nosed, high-cheekboned Professor” 
ascends to the lecture-desk. He utters a kind of “cough- 
preludious” and stands, surveying his audience “with 
a wan pure look, well nigh celestial.” He bows, arranges 
his notes, pushes higher his spectacles, and begins his 
lecture. 


Since, where could be a fitter time 
For tracing backward to its prime 
This Christianity, this lake, 

This reservoir, whereat we slake 
From one or other bank our thirst? 
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So, he proposed inquiring first 
Into the various sources whence 
This myth of Christ is derivable; 
Demanding from the evidence, 
‘Since plainly no such life was livable) 
How these phenomena should class? 
Whether ’twere best opine Christ was, 
Or never was at all... 
"Twas obviously as well to take 
The popular story—understanding 
How the ineptitude of the time, 
And the penman’s prejudice, expanding 
Fact into fable fit for the clime, 
Had, by slow and sure degrees, translated it 
Into this myth . 

and left for residuum, 
A Man! a right true man, however, 
Whose work was worthy a man’s endeavor, 
Work that gave warrant almost sufficient 
To his disciples, for rather believing 
He was just omnipotent and omniscient . . . 


When the lecturer came to a pause, coughing and 
clearing his throat, the poet took the opportunity to 
escape. Outside once again, he meditates on the way 
in which both Dessenters and Papists set the pure air 
seething; one, by his “daily fare’s vulgarity, its gust of 
broken meat and garlic;” the other with “the frankin- 
cense’s fuming and vapors of the candle starlike.” 


But the critic leaves no air to poison; 
Pumps out with ruthless ingenuity 
Atom by atom, and leaves you—vacuity. 


he poet ponders in a long passage the faulty logic 
of trying to retain the reconstructed figure of a man 
as the greatest teacher and best of men who yet made 
such tremendous claims, monstrous if untrue. And the 
poet asks a significant question: 


What is the point where himself lays stress? 
Does the precept run “Believe in good, 

In justice, truth, now understood 

For the first time?”—or, “Believe in me, 
Who lived and died, yet essentially 

Am Lord of Life?” 


There seems to be only a ghost of love in the lecture- 
room. 


And when the Critic had done his best, 
And the pearl of price, at reason’s test, 
Lay dust and ashes levigable 

On the Professor’s lecture-table . . . 
He bids us when we least expect it 
Take back our faith, if it be not just whole, 
Yet a pearl indeed. . . 

“Go home and venerate the myth 

I thus have experimented with— 

This man, continue to adore him, 
Rather than all who went before him, 
And all who followed after!” 
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This sort of logic reminds the poet of boys riding a cock- 
horse, really carrying what they say carries them. It is 


the sort of a system which is ultimately powerless to 


support itself. 

For some time then he sat brooding over the various 
modes of man’s belief, sure that there must be one true 
way and wondering if God would bring all wanderers 
back to a single track. 


IN THE HUMBLE CHAPEL 


Suddenly he finds himself in the little Dissenters’ 
chapel again, as if he had never left it (as probably he 
had not actually!). The same simple and rather igno- 
rant people are there: the sallow man with the wen, 
the old fat woman, the girl with the painted cheeks. 
The preacher was speaking through his nose, the 
thought lacked theological meaning and logic, and the 
English was ungrammatic. 

But now he concludes that it is better to drink the 
Water of Life even when mingled with taints of earth. 


For the preacher’s merit or demerit, 

It were to be wished the flaws were fewer 

In the earthen vessel, holding treasure 

Which lies as safe in a golden ewer, 

But the main thing is, does it hold good measure? 
Heaven soon sets right all other matters! 


His heart goes out compassionately, not alone to the 
little Dissenting minister, but to the Pope, when he 
may weary of “posturings and petticoatings.” But his 
most moving prayer is reserved for the Gottingen pro- 
fessor: 


Nor may the Professor forego its peace 

At Géttingen presently, when, in the dusk 

Of his life, if his cough, as I fear, should increase . . . 
When thicker and thicker the darkness fills 

The world through his misty spectacles, 

And he gropes for something more substantial 

Than a fable, myth or personification,— 

May Christ do for him what no mere man shall, 
And stand confessed as the God of salvation! 


Here, in this poem, Browning seems to be suggesting 
by his usual method of indirection that the one eternal 
God, incarnate in his Son, deserves the best of which 
our minds and hearts are capable—worship in beauty 
and truth and holiness and sincerity. Nothing less than 
the highest upreach of the human spirit is worthy of 
him who gave himself for our redemption. But, at the 
same time, no advance in the high and holy arts of 
worship should blind us to the simple and fervent devo- 
tion in the hearts of the lowliest of his people; nor 
should it permit us to be satisfied with the loftiest litur- 
gical splendor apart from the simple truths of the 
Gospel, salvation by faith in the Son of God and a 


passionate love for him. END 
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he Bible says that Christ was born of a virgin, but 

it does not say why. This silence has encouraged 
theologians to compose reasons of their own. These 
reasons, at times, are more ingenuous than wise. 


SOME EFFORTS AT EXPLANATION 


Some theologians say Christ's deity required the Vir- 
gin Birth, but the effort is wide of the mark. Christ is 
divine because he is one with the Father and the 
Spirit. The Trinity is an eternal order of being. 

Other theologians say Christ’s incarnation required 
the Virgin Birth, but the effort overlooks the sover- 
eignty of God. Since God is omnipotent, he could have 
united divine and human nature in any way he elected. 
The mode of Christ's birth is part of the economy of 
redemption. 

Many theologians say Christ’s sinlessness required 
the Virgin Birth, but the effort is weak on several 
counts. First, a “traducian” theory of the soul is re- 
quired; a theory, namely, that the soul of a child is not 
immediately created by God, but is derived from its 
parents by ordinary generation. Such a theory is pure 
speculation; the Bible nowhere tells how the soul is 
formed. Second, the apostles trace Christ's sinlessness 
to his holy life, not to his miraculous birth; and the 
judgment of the apostles is normative for the Church. 
Third, the science of genetics has found that hereditary 
traits come from the mother as well as the father. 
Thus, the Virgin Birth would not, of itself, secure 
Christ’s human nature from pollution. 

Roman Catholicism tries to relieve the last difficulty 
by declaring Mary free from original sin. But the 
Roman expedient, taken out consistently, would imply 
a denial of the fall of man. Not only must Mary be 
immaculately conceived, but likewise her parents, her 
grandparents, and so on, until we reach Adam and Eve. 

Protestants say Mary was conceived in sin, and in 
saying so they void any casual connection between the 
sinlessness of Christ and the Virgin Birth. Just as God 
protected Christ's human nature from the pollution 
of Mary, so he could have protected it from the pollu- 
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tion of Joseph; in which case Christ would have been 
born of ordinary generation, yet without sin. 


CHRIST THE PROMISED BLESSING 


Theologians would be on much safer ground if they 
rested the case for the Virgin Birth on the manner in 
which God dealt with his covenant people in the Old 
Testament. Let us develop this. 

When Adam sinned, he and all his seed incurred the 
just displeasure of God. Yet, grace triumphed over law 
in that very hour of woe. When all appeared lost, God 
said that the seed of the woman would bruise the head 
of the serpent (Gen. 3:15). The comfort of this proph- 
ecy was only surpassed by its mystery; for how could 
man, a willing servant of Satan, defeat the counsels of 
Satan? 

God removed part of the mystery when he made a 
covenant with Abraham. God promised to bless all 
nations through the seed of Abraham. Abraham did 
not know how this would come to pass, but he believed 
God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 

God removed more of the mystery when he instituted 
the Mosaic system of bloody sacrifice. The seed of 
Abraham would bless all nations by assuming the guilt 
of punishment into and upon himself. The Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world, was fore 
shadowed by the Mosaic system. 

The Old Testament prophets concluded the economy 
of preparation by citing the name of the Saviour, the 
place and mode of his birth, and the manner of his life, 
death and resurrection. The Saviour would be born of 
a woman, and thus suffer the limitations of human 
nature. Yet, he would bear titles befitting his Messianic 
office: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 


THE THREAT OF INVOLUNTARY UNBELIEF 


Let us go one step further. Since God’s promises were 
greater than man’s capacity to receive them, God always 
accompanied his promises with special signs. The 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. For example, 
when Abraham inquired how he might know that God 
would bless him, God ratified the covenant by a smok- 


ing furnace and a flaming torch. When Moses feared 
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Pharaoh’s court, God gave him a rod of power. And 
when Gideon shrank before the Midianite hordes, God 
honored the fleece. These signs, in each case, were 
aimed at subduing the threat of involuntary unbelief. 

When we see why God gave signs to his people, we 
can see why Christ was born of a virgin; for if the great 
heroes of the faith required signs when they looked 
forward to the Saviour’s coming, how much more were 
signs required by those into whose house the Saviour 
would be born? The signs of Christ’s appearance had 
to admit of no doubt. Yet, the signs had to be secret, 
lest the foes of righteousness begin their nefarious work 
betore Christ's hour had come. 


SIGNS OF CHRIST'S APPEARANCE 


When the angel told Mary that God had chosen her to 
be the mother of the Saviour, she found the tidings 
awesome. “And Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this 
be, since I have no husband?’ ” (Luke 1:34) The angel 
allayed Mary's tear by naming two specific signs: first, 
her own child would be conceived of the Holy Spirit; 
second, Elizabeth would bear a child in her old age. 

In due time Mary was able to confirm both of these 

signs. When she felt life stirring in her body, she knew 
that her child was a miracle sent from God. And a 
happy visit to the home of Elizabeth confirmed the 
second sign. 

As time passed, however, a new cloud of difficulty 
gathered; for when Joseph found that Mary was with 
child, he “resolved to divorce her quietly” (Matt. 1:19). 
Joseph’s Hebrew piety, let alone his male ego, prompted 
this resolve. Not only had Mary brought shame on 
Israel by conceiving out of wedlock, but she had de- 
libe rately concealed her condition. This, at least, is how 
Joseph viewed the matter. 

The cloud of difficulty did not lift until God dis- 
patched an angel of light. “Joseph, son of David, do not 
tear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:20-21). Convinced by this 
sign, Joseph took Mary to be his wife. Mary was now 
free to tell all that was on her heart. Mutual pardon 
was sought and forgiven. The holy couple then waited 
tor God to give his gift to the world. 

This pious vigil, however, did not end with the ad- 
vent of Christ. The time of waiting, in fact, had hardly 
begun. Let us appreciate this as we ponder the Virgin 
Birth. Some 30 years elapsed between Christ’s birth 
and his manifestation to Israel. During these years 
Joseph and Mary had no other proof of Christ’s divinity 
than the signs surrounding his birth. Mary prophesied 
wonderful things about her Son, but she prophesied 
more than she understood. This is proved by the way 


she chided Jesus when he tarried in the temple at the 
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age of 12. “Son, why have you treated us so” (Luke 
2:48)? Jesus replied to this query with divine authority, 
“How is it that you sought me? Did you not know I 
must be in my Father’s house” (2: 49)? 

Now few Christians are disturbed by the silence of 
the early Church, for neither the book of Acts nor the 
Epistles make any explicit reference to the Virgin Birth 
of Christ. The difficulty, is easily resolved. 

The mode of Christ’s birth forms no part of the “one 
act of righteousness” by which Christ reconciled God 
to the world. When Christ died on the cross, he offered 
up the fruit of a perfected human nature. He earned 
this fruit by loving a with all his heart and his 
neighbor as inet. 


however, 


Conscious, voluntary energy was 
required; an energy that Christ did not have as an in- 
fant, for his human faculties were undeveloped. 

When the apostles preached the Gospel, therefore, 
they had no more reason to refer to the mode of Christ's 
birth than they did to his legal parents or the street 
on which he lived. The Gospel draws on the public 
ministry of Christ, a ministry that began with the 
Baptism and ended with the Resurrection. 

The Virgin Birth is precious to the household of faith 
because it plays a major role in connecting the promises 
of the Old Testament with their fulfillment in the New 
Testament. “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Em- 
manuel’” (Matt. 1:22-23 RSV). Scripture is inspired 
of God and has the force of law in the Church. 

At this happy Christmas season, when we thank God 
for his inexpressible gift, let us renew our faith in the 
appointed means by which God made this gift to the 
world. God not only promised to bless all nations 
through the seed of Abraham, but he accompanied his 
promise with special signs. One of these signs was the 
Virgin Birth. If we disregard the Virgin Birth, we 
offend a confessional element that has united Christians 
from the first century until now. END 


It Won't be Yours Again 


Hustle this moment to yourself 

and hold it close, 

and warm it with your flesh. 
But do not spoil the new 

and uncut cloth of time 

around yourself, enhancing you. 
Turn it gently, fit it, give it shape. 
And do not overstrain the weave. 
You want it perfect, strong, unmended, whole. 
It won't be yours again. 

Giapys Vonpy RosBEertTson 
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Have We Outmoded Chalcedon? 


J. THEODORE MUELLER 


O} the great ecumenical creeds of the Christian 
Church, the Chalcedonian Formula is perhaps 
least familiar to the rank and file of its members. While 
it does not contain any Christological tenet other than 
what has already been set forth in the Apostles’ Creed 
and that of Nicaea, its particular emphasis rests upon 
the doctrine of two unconfounded and undivided na- 
tures in the person of Christ. 


THE CHALCEDONIAN FORMULA 


The Formula was adopted by the fourth ecumenical 
council held in 451 A.D. at Chalcedon, a city in 
Bithynia on the Bosporus, opposite Constantinople. To- 
day the town is a Turkish bathing resort, known as 
Kadikéy. After the conquest of Constantinople in 
1453, the magnificent Chalcedonian cathedral was torn 
down by Moslem invaders and used as building material 
for the erection of the so-called “Blue Mosque,” which 
is generally regarded as the most beautiful Moham- 
medan temple in the world. No doubt the many Chris- 
tological controversies in the fifth century gradually 
paved the way for the Islamic view that reduced Christ 
to a merely human and rather subordinate prophet. 
The Chalcedonian Formula reads: 


Following the holy fathers, we all with one voice teach men 
to confess that the Son and our Lord Jesus Christ is one and 
the same, that he is perfect in godhead and perfect in man- 
hood, truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul and body, 
consubstantial with the Father as touching his godhead and 
consubtantial with us as to his manhood, in all things like 
unto us, without sin; begotten of the Father before all worlds 
according to his godhead; but in these last days, for us and 
for our salvation, of the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, according 
to his manhood (humanity), one and the same Christ, Son, 
Lord, only-begotten Son, in two natures, unconfusedly immu- 
tably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being 
preserved and concurring in one person and hypostasis, not 
separated or divided into two persons, but one and the same 
Son and Only-begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as the prophets from the beginning have spoken concerning him. 


J. Theodore 
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The Chalcedonian Formula, which moderns may 
find somewhat wordy and repetitious, directs itself 
above all against two antipodal errors which for a long 
time greatly troubled the Christian Church: Eutychi- 
anism and Nestorianism. Of these two heresies the 
former confounded the two natures in Christ (the di- 
vine and the human) into a new nature, while the lat- 
ter ultimately separated them into two distinct persons. 
Against them, as Augustus H. Strong, in his Systematic 
Theology (Vol. II, p. 673), points out, the Formula 
asserts with great emphasis the reality and integrity of 
the two natures and at the same time also their inti- 
mate union in the one person of our Lord. Thus the 
Christian doctrine forbids men either to confound the 
natures or to divide the person, since Christ is the 


God-man. 


EUTYCHIANISM AND NESTORIANISM 


Eutychianism, so named after the Alexandrian pres- 
byter and archimandrite Eutyches, apparently in the 
interest of our Lord’s divinity, denied the distinction 
and coexistence of the two natures in Christ and 
averred a mingling of the two into a tertium quid. The 
human nature, as he taught, by the Incarnation, was 
changed into the divine and, ignoring our Lord’s true 
humanity, he maintained that it was the Logos who 
was born, and who suffered and died on Calvary’s 
cross (cf. Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, Vol. 
II, 102 ff.). 

Eutychianism was an extreme view to which its 
founder was moved by the opposite extreme of Nestor- 
ianism, so called after Nestorius, patriarch of Con- 
stantinople. This prominent church leader, perhaps 
in the interest of opposing the ever-increasing trend 
toward Mariolatry, affirmed a twofold personality of 
Christ and represented the divine Logos as dwelling in 
the man Christ similar to the Spirit’s indwelling in 
the believer. Thus Nestorianism endangered the true 
divinity of our Lord. While Eutyches mingled the two 
natures, Nestorius divided the divine person. Mary, 
he contended, should not be called the “Mother of 
God” but only the “Mother of Christ.” To safeguard 
this expression the Formula designated Mary as the 
“Theotokos” according to Christ’s humanity. Though 
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Nestorius deprecated many conclusions that were de- 
duced from his premise, Nestorianism ultimately de- 
nied the reality of the Incarnation, its Christ being 
a deified man rather than God incarnate (cf. Strong, 
yp. cit., p. 671 £.). In passing, we may add that Nes- 
torianism gradually spread throughout Arabia and then 
toward the East as far as India and China. Despite 
herce persecution by many enemies, in modern times 
especially by the 1 urks, Nestorianism still counts about 
three thousand adherents in Kurdistan, Persia, and 
other Eastern countries. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION 


Eutychianism and Nestorianism were attempts at solv- 
ing the “mystery of godliness” of which Paul writes: 
“And without controversy great is the mystery of godli- 
ness; He who was manifested in the flesh” (1 Tim. 
3:16). These attempts began with Ebionism (about 

7 A.D.) which denied the reality of Christ's divine 
nature and regarded him as a mere man. At the same 
time Docetism (influential from 70 to 170 A.D.) de- 
nied the integrity of our Lord’s human nature, and 
asserted that Christ was only seemingly a human being 
Arianism (about 325 A.D.) 
denied Christ’s deity by holding that he was not true 


and not one in reality. 


God but merely the first and highest of created beings. 
Apollinarianism (about 381 A.D.) denied the integrity 
of Christ’s human nature by teaching that he indeed 
had a human body and soul but not a human spirit, 
the place of w hich was filled by the Logos. Monotheli 
tism, closely related to Eutychianism, denied Christ's 
human will and held that he possessed only the divine 
will. Against all these doctrinal deviations the Chalce- 
donian Formula defends the scriptural doctrine of 
Christ's two natures coexisting in the one divine person 
without confusion or division. The mystery of the In- 
carnation cannot be solved by finite man; it is either 
believed or rejected. 


MODERN CHRISTOLOGICAL ABERRATIONS 


Modern attempts at solving the mystery of Christ's in 
carnation have resulted in the same heretical reduction 
of our Lord to a mere man. H. R. Macintosh, in his 
well-known work, Types of Modern Theology, accuses 
Schleiermacher, commonly known as the “father of 
modernism,” of coming close to Docetism because he 
denied the reality of his temptations (op. cit., p. 69). 
But Schleiermacher also denied Christ's essential deity, 
as a careful study of his Christlicher Glaube shows. 
According to his teaching Christ is divine only inas- 
much as in him was found the highest consciousness 
of God. No wonder that he denied also our Lord’s 
supernatural conception, vicarious atonement, resur- 
rection, ascension, and second advent. 

From a somewhat different viewpoint, but neverthe- 
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less just as emphatically, Albrecht Ritschl denied 
Christ's essential deity by negating his eternal pre- 
existence. Ritschl regarded the confession of our Lord’s 
godship as a mere value-judgment based on moral per- 
ception (Macintosh, op cit., p. 69). J. L. Neve, in his 
valuable History of Christian Doctrine, says of him: 
“He effected the transfer of Christ into an ideal man 
who was made by divine providence to be the perfect 
revealer of God's love” (Vol. II, p. 151). 

Ernst Troeltsch, one of the founders and the chief 
dogmatician of the religio-historical school, went still 
further by placing Christ on the same level with other 
human religious teachers and so paving the way for 
religious humanism which ultimately ended in com- 
plete agnosticism, if not atheism. 

We mention these men as outstanding liberal leaders 
in the modern age who left their theological imprint 
upon scores of modernists in Great Britain and our own 
country. No matter how greatly they may differ from 
one another, they all agree in rejecting the Chalce- 
donian Formula in its central affirmation that Christ is 
true God and true man in one person. Nor has neo- 
orthodoxy stemmed the trend of denying Christ's deity; 
in fact, also existential theology has failed to return to 
a clear and unmistakable confession of Christian ortho- 
doxy as set forth in the ecumenical creeds of the 
Christian Church. When, for example, Brunner ven- 
tures the utterly unwarranted statement that “Jesus 
said nothing openly about his eternal being with the 
Father” (The Mediator, p. 192), his departure from 
Scripture and the Chalcedonian Formula becomes 
apparent. 


CHALCEDONIAN FORMULA NOT OUTMODED 


\s long as men seek to solve the mystery involved in 
the undivided yet also unconfounded union of the two 
natures in the person of our Lord, the Chalcedonian 
Formula stands as a warning that we are here dealing 
with a divine mystery which reason cannot fathom, but 
which faith must proclaim. That is the great task of 
the Christian Church. 

Our perishing world needs a Savior who is both 
God and man: man, in order that he might be our 
substitute and atone for our sins; God, in order that 
we might be purchased with God’s own blood (Acts 
10:28). Unless the Christian Church teaches the 
divine-human Christ of Scripture it has no Saviour 
who can save that which is lost. It is this very Gospel 
which the Chalcedonian Formula seeks to guard and 
preserve. Anchored in Scripture, it can never be out- 
moded because it proclaims the central message of 
Scripture in answer to the ever-existential question: 
“What think ye of Christ?” The Chalcedonian 
Formula stands as the Church’s official and final reply 
to that paramount query. END 
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Beyond Calvary 


EUGENE H. STOCKSTILL 


I the New Testament and in Christian history the 
sacrificial death of Christ is of central importance. 
The Cross is as crucial in the Christian message today 
as it was when the Lord’s own apostles first proclaimed 
the Gospel. Christ's gospel is a cry from the Cross that 
all is finished. The New Testament view of man’s sin 
and guilt requires, and its conception of forgiveness 
and salvation explicitly provides, adequate propitiation 
through the merits of the divine Saviour’s sacrificial 
death. How eternally appropriate that the cross of 
Christ has become the universal symbol of our faith. 

But we err in our day when we consider the Cross 
chronologically. We must look backward to the death 
of Christ at Calvary. Only as we look in retrospect on 
Calvary and view it through the Resurrection do we 
have proper perspective. The sacrifice of the Cross is 
meaningful only in the light of the triumph of the 
Resurrection. Beyond death is life. Beyond sacrifice 
is glorious victory. Beyond the Cross is the risen Christ. 
Beyond Calvary is the central fact of human history: 
He “is risen indeed” (Luke 24:34)! 


CHRIST IS ALIVE 


In his very helpful volume Christ Is Alive! Professor 
3easley-Murray relates an intriguing incident from the 
travels of W. Y. Fullerton. Fullerton was visiting the 
mimic Calvary in the tiny Swiss village of Dono 
d’Ossala. The shrine there consisted of a series of 
chapels in memory of various scenes in our Lord’s 
Passion. The first depicted Christ before Herod; the 
second, Christ receiving the cross; the third, Christ 
taking the cross on himself; the fourth, Christ bearing 
the cross, and so on. Beasley-Murray writes: 


The climax of the scenes was in the Church itself where there 
was a great picture of the cross raised, with Christ upon it, and 
in the skies astonished angels gazing down at the tragedy of 
human sin and divine love. Up to this point the path was 
well worn by the feet of the devout pilgrims. For years they 
had come to witness anew the sufferings of their Saviour, and 


Eugene H. Stockstill is Associate Professor of Religion at 
Judson College, Marion, Alabama. He holds the B.A. degree 
from Mississippi College, and the B.D. and Th.D. from 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Formerly he was 
Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church at Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 


doubtless had mourned and wept at the sight of His agonies. 
But there they stopped. Their Christ was dead. “Beyond the 
church there was another shrine,” wrote Fullerton; “but the 
singular thing was that the path, well worn up to this point, 
now became grasscovered. Evidently nobody went any further. 
Though it was a wet day, and the grass was long, I went to 
the summit, and there, behold! was found the chapel of the 
Resurrection! The builders of Calvary . . . did not stay with 
the dead Christ, but the people, the worshippers, never got 
any further. . . . The grass-grown path was a witness that 


could not be disputed.” 


Professor Beasley-Murray feels, and many of us be- 
lieve he is correct, that this incident is a “perfect re- 
flection of the mind of the cHurcu of the ages. . . .” 
The Resurrection which was at first a germane and 
essential part of the Christian message has often been 
of little importance to the average Christian. “It is not 
talked about, it is not preached on, it is not even won- 
dered at; it is simply ignored.” Beasley-Murray is cor- 
rect when he asserts that the effect of this oversight on 
Christian thought has been tremendous. “It has af- 
fected the whole gamut of theology. . . . It somehow 
seems to have been overlooked that the resurrection 
is an integral part of our Lord’s works for us, so that 
salvation is essentially a deliverance from living death 
in sin to a new life of righteousness in God” (G. R. 
Beasley-Murray, Christ Is Alive!, Lutterworth Press, 
London, 1947, pp. 11-12). 


OBSCURING HIS RESURRECTION 


That the Church’s neglect of the doctrine of the 
Resurrection has affected its own life deeply is beyond 
question. The doctrine of the Church itself is a vital 
doctrine only when the Church is headed by the risen 
Christ. Eschatology hinges on this doctrine completely. 
The practical, applied side of Christian truth is ren- 
dered insipid and negative without the truth of the 
Resurrection. Christian hope is vain, as Paul was at 
pains to point out, except Christ be risen (I Cor. 15: 
14). Christian theology in general and the doctrine 
of salvation in particular suffer most when the Resur- 
rection is forgotten. 

The decisive importance of the Resurrection to the 
theology of the Atonement is actually only a part of 
a larger truth, that Christ’s entire career was a soteri- 
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ological career. Every event relates to his saving pur- 
pose. Thus it is that the evangelist records Christ's 
words to the Baptist on the occasion of his baptism. 
“Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15). The miraculous 
and divine conception and birth, the sinless life, the 
perfect teaching, the sacrificial death, and the vic- 
torious resurrection of Christ must be taken together 
or we strip the Gospel of its glory, its power, and its 
adequacy. “As by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many 
(Rom. 5:19). The obedience of 
Christ was his conformity to the Father's will at every 


be made righteous” 


point in his career. Calvin interprets: 


When it is asked then how Christ . . . removed the enmity 
between God and us, and purchased a righteousness which 
made him favourable and kind to us, it may be answered 
generally, that he accomplished this by the whole course of 
his obedience. . In short, from the moment when he 
assumed the form of a servant, he began, in order to redeem 
us, to pay the price of deliverance (Institutes, II, xvi, 5). 


Let not those who have isolated the death of Christ 
despise those who have isolated other epochs, be they 
Incarnation, teaching ministry, or some other, to the 
exclusion of all else. For the first Christian preachers, 
the Gospel was primarily a declaration of Christ's resur- 
rection. Peter proclaimed it at Pentecost and said he 
and the other preachers were primarily witnesses of 
the Resurrection (Acts 2:24,32,36). All the apostles 
(Acts 4:33). Christ himself commissioned 
his apostles to bear witness to his resurrection (Luke 
24:45-48). In the early 


pre ache d it ( 


Church a witness of the 


resurrected Christ was peculiarly obligated to preach. 


Che Apostle Paul defended his authority to preach on 
Peter 
attributed the death of Christ to the Jews under God’s 
foreknowledge, but he plainly 
tion of Christ to God ( 


the basis of his encounter with the risen Christ. 


attributed the resurrec- 
Acts 2:23, 24; 3:14, 15; 4:10). 
In I Corinthians 15:1 and following, Paul gave his 
summation of the Gospel. His exposition of the Gos- 
pel Cvv. 5 ff.) 
rection. 

A simple look at the Passion Week will reveal that 
the Crucifixion put Jesus’ disciples to flight. They 


centered on the veracity of the Resur- 


were discouraged, distraught, despairing. How differ- 
ent was the effect of the discovery He was alive. It 
and tireless 


transformed them into zealous, fearless, 


witnesses. It is no wonder the Christian message was 


early called a “gospel,” for it was indeed “good news.” 

The Resurrection was good news, for it convinced 
the disciples and declared to the world that he was 
no ordinary man they hung on the cross between two 
criminals. He was the very Son of God. Throughout 
the New Testament, the principal support of the deity 


of Christ is the reality of his resurrection. The apos- 
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tolic preachers viewed the death of Christ through his 
resurrection and knew he was the “Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
Without the Resurrection the Cross seemed to be the 
work of cruel men; with the Resurrection it became 
gloriously evident that it was the supreme work of 
God to redeem many from sin. Paul spoke of the 
“gospel of God” which concerned “his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord,” who was “declared to be the Son 
of God with power . . . by the resurrection from the 
’ (Rom. 1:1-4). He declared, “If Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is 
also vain” (I Cor. 15:14). The death of Christ is 
bereft of revelance and meaning apart from his Resur- 
rection from the dead. 

The Resurrection was good news because it fulfilled 
innumerable promises and prophecies by Christ him- 
self that he would be raised in power (e.g., Matt. 
16:21 and John 2:18-22). The entire episode on the 
Mount of Transfiguration was a dramatic prediction 
of Christ’s triumphant resurrection. 

The Resurrection was good news because it com- 
bined logically with the sacrifice on the Cross to com- 
plete the divine assault on sin. The soteriological career 
of Christ must be seen as a cosmic struggle between 
goodness and evil, light and darkness, life and death, 
God and the ra Z wickedness. The Resurrection 
turned seeming defeat into consummate victory for the 
forces of righteousness. The great Apostle declared, 
“If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain: YE ARE YET 
iN your sins” (I Cor. 15:17). The final victory over 
sin was not at Bethlehem where the Word “was made 
flesh” (John 1:14), nor did it occur at Golgotha where 
God judged sin “in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3), but victory 
was won at the tomb in the Resurrection of the flesh. 
The Cross paid for man’s sin. The Resurrection de- 
feated sin and abolished death, 
6:9, 10). 


The Resurrection was good news because it assured 


dead’ 


sin’s victory (Rom. 


the believers of their,own victory over sin and death. 
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept” (I Cor. 15:20). “But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57; see also John 
11:25,26). “Now if we be dead with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him” (Rom. 6:8). 

The Resurrection was good news because it dis- 
closed that there were new powers, new resources for 
life available in the living Christ. Life-giving bread 
and life-giving water, which Christ had spoken of in 
cryptic terms, were now accessible to all who would 
receive (Rom. 5:10; 6:4-6; Phil. 3:10). The powers 
of the age to come were now in reach of all. Resur- 
rection power was to the disciples power for a new life 
in Christ, infinitely rich and infinite in duration. END 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY continues to be this country’s number 
one magazine published for leaders of the Christian world. 
From. 120 contributing editors and correspondents located in 
many parts of the world, the. headquarters staff receives a 
steady flow of timely material which is passed on to our readers 
every two weeks. Because of its high editorial standards, theo- 
logians, Bible expositors and Christian statesmen gladly accept 
invitations to prepare articles for CHRISTIANITY TODAY. You 
have undoubtedly noted the variety and “pace” of the articles, 
the caliber of the contributors, the freshness and scope of the 
news coverage, the character of the books reviewed and the 
stature of the men who review them. 


Probably without exception the readers of CHRISTIANITY 
TODAY are, like yourself, in positions of either professional or 
lay Christian leadership. You have responsibilities. People look 
to you for reliable information and judgments, both as to basic 
Christian truths and on current religious events and trends. 
You cannot afford not to be well informed on these events and 
currents. CHRISTIANITY TODAY brings you the best thinking 
of men who have won recognition for their ability to relate the 
Word of God to the complex events and needs of this hour. Its 
editors recognize that mature Christians require and appreciate 
intellectual as well as spiritual stimulation. 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY is an ideal gift for the mature men 
and women on your Christmas list. In combination with REVE- 
LATION AND THE BIBLE it is a truly memorable Christmas 
remembrance. Of course you will want to include your own 
subscription or renewal to receive your own personal copy of 
REVELATION AND THE BIBLE. 
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Revelation and the Bible 


REVELATION AND THE BIBLE, a remarkable one volume theo- 
logical library edited by Dr. Cari F. H. Henry, is a symposium 
on the Bible so unique in character as to constitute one of the 
most important religious documents of our day. 

Written by men of high repute and competence in special 
areas of. theology and Biblical research, REVELATION AND THE 
BIBLE condenses into-chapter-length summaries the findings 
of their study and research. Some idea of the scope and refer- 
ence value of this book for you and your friends is conveyed by 
the following partial list of contributors and their subjects: 


Carl F. H. Henry, Preface, 

G. C. Berkouwer, General and Special Divine Revelation, 
Geoffrey W. Bromiley, The Church Doctrine of Inspiration. 
Gordon H. Clark, Special Divine Revelation as Rational. 
Everett F. Harrison, The Phenomena of Scripture. 

Paul K. Jewett, Special Revelation as Historical and Personal. 
William J. Martin, Special Revelation as Objective. 

J. Theodore Mueller, The Holy Spirit and the Scriptures, 
Roger Nicole, New Testament Use of the Old Testament. 
Bernard Ramm, The Evidence of Prophecy and Miracle. 
Alan M, Stibbs, The Witness of Scripture to Its Inspiration. 
Merrill C, Tenney, Reversals of New Testament Criticism. 
Edward J. Young, The Canon of the Old Testament. 

G. Douglas Young, The Apocrypha. 


Professor Emeritus Andrew W. Blackwood, Sr., of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, says of this new book: 

“This volume is an indispensable tool for every one who 
sincerely seeks to keep abreast of the currents of relevant 
Christian thought. It deals ably and comprehensively with the 
most important question of our time: Wherein lies the supreme 
and final authority in all matters of religious faith and 
practice?” 

REVELATION AND THE BIBLE is fascinating and inspiring 
reading. You will discover it to be a rich mine of reference 
material which you will want to keep at hand. 
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Bible ‘Text of the Month 


Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his 
star in the east, and are come to worship him. (Matthew 2:2) 


{ We see here heathen wisdom led by 
God to the cradle of Christ. It is futile 
to attempt to determine the nationality 
of the wise men. Possibly they were 
Persian magi, whose astronomy was half 
astrology and wholly observation, or they 
may have travelled from some places even 
deeper in the mysterious East; but, in 
any case, they were led by God through 
their science, such as it was. The great 
lesson which they teach remains the 
same, however subordinate questions 
about the nature of the star and the 
like may be settled. The sign in the 
heavens and its explanation were both of 
God, whether the one was a natural 
astronomical phenomenon or a super- 
natural light, and the other the conclu- 
sions of their science or the inbreathing 
of His wisdom. ALEXANDER MACLAREN 


KING OF THE JEWS 


{ Born King of the Jews—Not obtaining 
regal power by conquest or political 
craft, but appointed to his sovereignty by 
God, being king from his very birth. 
Joun J. Owen 


The Kingdom was not ready for the 
King, so a reception for him was not 
arranged and organized by those who 
should have been waiting for him. They 
were in rebellion. The King’s advent 
was heralded by a star, and a few sub- 
ject souls of a nation other than the 
chosen were guided by it to the King, 
and, notwithstanding the poverty of his 
earthly surroundings, they poured out 
their gifts—gold, frankincense and myrth. 

G. Campsett Morcan 


€ Jerusalem understood the Magi’s ques- 
tion perfectly. There was no doubt as to 
what king of the Jews was meant. The 
Magi, too, did not look upon Him as an 
ordinary ruler of the Jewish people; that 
aspect of Him would have had little or 
no appeal for them. But the new-born 
king concerned them, and when the star 
had announced his coming, they drew 
inference from the fact that they were 
to go and pay him their homage. He 
was the Son of David to whom the na- 
tions were promised as inheritance and 
the wide earth as his possession (Ps. 
2:8). Herman J. Crappes 


{ King of the Jews—The title applied to 
the Messiah in the New Testament by 
Gentiles (27:29, 37; John 18:33), while 
the Jews themselves called him “King of 
Israel” (27:42; John 1:49; 12:13). After 
the downfall of the kingdom of the ten 
tribes, and particularly after the return 
from exile, the whole nation being 
merged in Judah, the name Jew became 
a general one, especially with foreigners, 
and is applied in the New Testament, 
not only to the people of Judea in the 
strict sense, but to those of Galilee, in 
reference both to their religion and their 
national descent (Luke 7:3; John 2:6; 
Acts 10:28)... . As the throne of David 
had been vacant now for ages, the in- 
quiry of the wise men had respect not 
to the actual sovereign, who was not an 
Israelite at all, but to the hereditary 
rightful sovereign who had just been 
born. J. A. ALEXANDER 


GUIDANCE OF THE STAR 


€ In what way might the minds of the 
Magi be led to connect the appearance 
of the star with the birth of the King of 
the Jews? We are not told, and we need 
not pry. But we learn from verse 12 
that God was in supernatural communi- 
cation with them; and thus the greatest 
difficulties are removed. Most likely 
they were pious men, whose minds had 
ascended from nature to nature’s God. 

James Morison 


€ Doubtless, the sages found many ob- 
stacles in their way; but they persisted to 
the end; and never ceased from their 
labour, till they had found Him whom 
they sought. Thus, let us resolutely seek 
the Lord Jesus, till we have found Him. 
He is pointed out to us, not by a star, 
but by “the more sure word of the 
Gospel.” Cares SIMEON 


€ Doubtless, these Magi, whatever out- 
ward phenomenon or luminous substance 
they saw in the air, had some express 
revelation, that the bright object por- 
tended the great light of the world. A 
tradition might have informed them, that 
a Star was to arise out of Jacob, and that 
its splendid rays would peculiarly be shed 
over the land of Israel; but it was some 
better light only which could have 
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pointed them to its great antitype, Jesus, 
and induced them to worship him with 
divine adoration, in a stable, in the low- 
est poverty, and appearing with all the 
littleness and inability of a babe. 
Horak SoLirariAB 


{ Be our sins never so many for number, 
never so heinous for nature, never so 
full for measure; yet the mercy of God 
may give us a star, that shall bring us, 
not to the babe Jesus in a manger, but 
to Christ a king in his throne. 
THomas ADAMS 


“ If the sight of a star had so powerful 
an effect on the Magi, woe to our in- 
sensibility, who, now that Christ the 
King has been revealed to us, are so 
cold in our inquiries after him! 

Joun CaALviN 


WORSHIP OF THE MAGI 


The wise men were not content with 
having “seen his star,” they must see 
himself; and, seeing they must adore. 
These were not in doubt as to his God- 
head: they said, “We are come to wor- 
ship him.” Lord, I pray thee, make all 
wise men to worship thee! 

CuHarLeEs SPURGEON 


€ Observe their faith: they come to the 
priests made acquainted with the oracles 
of God, to inquire of this King. The 
priests resolve the place of his birth from 
the prophet; but though told of his star, 
they will not stir a foot towards him. 
Perhaps it might cost them their honours 
or lives by the king’s displeasure; there- 
fore they will point others, but disap- 
point their own souls. Truth guides the 
magicians, unbelief blinds the priests. 
They that were used to necromantic 
spells and charms begin to understand the 
truth of a Saviour; while they that had 
him in their books lost him in their 
hearts. THomas ADAMS 


{ The question assumes as certain that 
the birth has taken place; ho textheis, 
the aorist passive participle, is for the 
past fact. The Greek is content with 
this, not indicating that the fact occurred 
quite recently. “King of Jews” may re- 
call to us the superscription on the cross, 
also Nathanael’s exclamation: “King of 
Israel” (John 1:49). “King” is one of 
the Old Testament Messianic titles, and 
that the Messiah would reign was every 
Jew’s expectation. “King of the Jews” 
marks these Chaldeans or “wise men” as 
Gentiles, though it betrays nothing of the 
source from which they drew this title. 


R. C. H. Lensxr 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS 


If the Christmas mail was once a Chris- 
tian post, it is now overwhelmingly post- 
Christian. The saint who replaced the 
Saviour in our greetings is a secular 
Santa, a nylon-bearded imposter in whose 
lap we place our children that they may 
be taught to pray selfishly. Of course 
our adult Santa-cult moves on a higher 
plane. We have the sticky Santa-men- 
tality which appears in this litany from 
a would-be popular song: “May Santa fill 
our hearts this Christmas with love for 
ev rvone ev rywhere. . . .” 

Such gush almost invites the off-beat 
and that 


beatnik out of Saintnik, with bongo 


off-color cards will make a 
drums under his beard. 

Other cards in the best of taste also 
avoid any Christian sentiments. A series 


designed by international artists for 
UNICEF cautiously restricts its greet- 
ings to “Happy New Year” in the five 
languages of UN. Purchasers who want 
to say “Merry Christmas” may have this 
personal message imprinted for an extra 
charge. 

One set of designs links Christmas 
Eve in Canada with the Devali feast in 
India; international understanding finds 
a “Time of Joy” in every culture. After 
looking up the Devali lamp festival, I 
must admit it has features that could be 
much admired here. There is spectacle 
in scores of lamps floating down the 
rivers. A forthright ceremony known as 
Sharada puja might be even more popu- 
lar. Since the feast honors Lakshmi, the 
goddess of wealth, this ceremony centers 
on the  businessman’s account-book, 
which is put on a stool, given various 
then 
topped with a rupee while a lamp is 


marks and_= sacred 


inscriptions, 
waved before it. The closing incantation 
is to secure a thousand profits in the 
coming year. 

This sort of thing might close out the 
Santa beautifully. It could be 
adapted, I suppose to IBM machines. 


season 


Soon Krishna cards, with lucky rupees, 
could join the season’s greetings. 

It is about time for Christians to con- 
tribute to world understanding a reason 
for the hope that is in them. Our age 
has got past Christianity without ever 
meeting Christ. It has accepted the 
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Hindu doctrine that all religions are 
paths to the same goal without hearing 
the Word of God that there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved. It is too 
late for the vague benevolence of Christ- 
mas. It is time for the greeting of the 
Gospel, in the name of Jesus Christ. 


EUTYCHUS 
PROTESTANT WITNESS 


I am particularly interested in Dr. Elson’s 
criticism of Protestant methods in public 
expression (Oct. 26 issue). I think it is 
a timely word, even if long overdue. 
However . . . how can there be a Protes- 
tant witness when any expression has to 
surmount the hazard of sectarian walls? 
Roman Catholicism is heard and listened 
to because it speaks from the ramparts 
of a united church. 

H. Lincotn MacKenzie 
Cardigan, Prince Edward Island 


In terms of what approach Christians 
may use responsibly, I find that his pas- 
toral solicitude first and issues second 
has only succeeded in separating private 
from public morality. 

W. Tuomas APPLEBEE 
Community Congregational Church 
Manchester, Iowa 
Clear-speaking article. . . . [Dr. Elson] 
voices what a number of us have been 
feeling. It is time that Protestantism 
changed from a negative approach to a 
positive one, to one of protesting for 
those things in which we believe. I hope 
and pray that his article will do much 
good in helping to crystalize opinion in 
favor of a more positive approach to 
national problems by Protestants. 

Gacen E. Russeir 

Mont Clare Congregational Church 
Chicago, Il. 


THE TRUE CATHOLICS 

Your October 26 issue was especially 
enjoyable, expressing so many of my con- 
victions. . 

I disagree radically with many of the 
ideas put forth in Curistianrry Topay. 
On the other hand, I am happy that 
there is such a paper as yours, endeavour- 
ing to get Protestants to think and to 
consider the fundamental teachings of 
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Christ. There has been too much preju- 
dice on the part of “fundamentalists” and 
too much wishful and sloppy thinking on 
the part of the so-called “liberals.” Such 
a periodical as you represent ought to 
pave the way for a more dynamic and 
effective Christianity in these United 
States. 

Professor Geoffrey W. Bromiley in his 
article “Who Are the True Catholics?” 
refers to the old Anglican Bishop Jewel 
and his refutation of Roman heresy on 
the basis of the “old fathers . . 
doctors . . 


. many 
. many examples of the Prim- 
itive Church,” Holy Scripture and the 
Councils. This is somewhat typical of 
Hooker and the famous Carolingian Di- 
vines of the Church of England. It is 
certainly typical of the Orthodox 
Church’s thinking. As the various Prot- 
estant, Anglican, Roman and Orthodox 
scholars (clerical and lay) study carefully 
and reverently the writings of the Fathers 
of the Early Church together with the 
“many examples of the primitive Church” 
and the Holy Scriptures, laying aside 
local customs and petty prejudices, the 
Holy Spirit will grant to them the 
precious gift of unity. There must be 
a serious and reverent return to the 
“ancient landmarks” before real progress 
can be made, in my opinion. 

May God bless you all as you strive 
for holiness and righteousness and the 
application of God’s truth to every situa- 
tion. Grecory RowLey 
St. George Orthodox Church 


Terre Haute, Ind. 


May I commend the article by Geoffrey 
W. Bromiley. At this time when Roman 
Catholicism, according to its statistics, is 
growing so rapidly and so many Protes- 
tant leaders consider it simply as another 
Christian church—a bit conservative and 
perhaps, one of the 
branches of the Vine, it is good to read 
an article like that. The Reformers had 
a clear vision of what they had come out 
Bea's in 

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen is quoted . . . 
as saying, “The hardest thing to find in 
the world today is an argument. Because 
so few are thinking, naturally there are 
few to argue. . . . Never before, perhaps, 
in the whole history of Christianity has 
[the Catholic Church] (Cont'd on p. 24) 
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A LAYMAN and lus Faith 


LIFE 


Woe To MEN and to nations when they 
assume that life is their most precious 
possession! On this premise the preser- 
vation of life is said to be the first law 
of nature. But such is not the case in the 
realm of the spirit, for there may come a 
time when choice must be made between 
life and death, and the right choice is 
death. 


Many years ago a missionary and his 
wife were confronted with a decision in 
which their own lives and the lives of 
two small children were involved. Dur- 
ing those crucial days they came across 
an article in which there was this state- 
ment: 


“If for truth man should die, 
‘tis his perdition to be safe.” 


The unknown author of those lines 
expressed a truth, the philosophy of 
which is based on the eternal words of 
our Lord: “He that findeth his life shall 
lose it: and he that loseth his life for 
my sake shall find it.” 

These words, of course, have a spir- 
itual application. They also make it 
clear that there are things more precious 
than life itself. 

Here in comfortable, satisfied America, 
we are prone to forget that even in our 
own day there are men and women dying 
for their Christian faith. In areas con- 
trolled by unrestrained communism, 
thousands have died rather than deny 
their Lord. Even as this is written such 
incidents continue to transpire. 


€ What would you do if you were con- 
fronted with the choice of life or death, 
and this hinged on one spoken word of 
denial or repudiation of your Christian 
faith? 

Church history is replete with the 
stories of those who suffered the loss 
of everything: who went to the lions, 
the flames, the guillotine, or the wrack 
with praise on their lips. 

Life is a wonderful thing and its end- 
ing seems tragic. But life is a transient 
phase of man’s existence, and that one 
who is so engrossed with the present that 
he fails to see what lies beyond is to be 
pitied. 

The “heroes of faith,” enumerated in 
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, were 
men to whom life was a matter of sec- 


ondary importance. How our own gen- 
eration needs a renewed sense of those 
values by which alone man looks up and 
beyond the immediate and sees with the 
eyes of faith the eternal, which changeth 
not and fadeth not away! 


We are prone to view the tragedies of 
our world in terms of human suffering 
and want; and in so doing we tend to 
look for their solution at the humanistic 
level. By this we may bring some meas- 
ure of relief to the body and superficial 
comfort to the mind, but we fail to bring 
that hope for the soul which is to be 
found alone in the death and resurrection 
of our Lord. 

This preoccupation with bread and 
with the secular is insidious because, 
while it is right to be concerned about 
such matters, the danger is that our con- 
cern will end there. 

Satan’s taunting accusation against 
Job: “Skin for skin, yea, all that a man 
hath will he give for his life,” is true 
wherever materialism prevails. But when 
Christian ideals dominate one’s _phil- 
osophy of life, an adjustment takes place 
and these ideals become more precious 
than life itself. 

The writer of Proverbs says: “There 
is a way which seemeth right unto man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of 
death.” The more man centers his affec- 
tions on the material, the more he looks 
on life as an end in itself. He forgets 
that man shall not live by bread alone, 
nor can his soul be satisfied with those 
things which are certain to perish with 
the using. 

It is at this point that we all need 
to evaluate the social implications of the 
Gospel. They are not an end in them- 
selves, but are certainly the fruits of 
Christian love. 

The humanitarian claims and social 
needs of mankind must be viewed in the 
light of the total man. 

It is all too easy to see humanity in 
terms of this life alone. But what shall 
it profit us if we help to alleviate need 
and establish justice and peace, and then 
neglect man’s spiritual life which is not 
only for today but for eternity. 

Furthermore, as Christians, it is our 
primary duty to point all men to the 
One who said, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the 


Father, but by me,” for the life of which 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


He speaks begins now and lasts forever 

The inevitability of death should lead 
man to a proper evaluation of his present 
life in terms of eternity. That it does 
not do so is but additional evidence of 
the folly and blindness of unregenerate 
thinking. Life beyond the grave is a 
clear affirmation of the Holy Scriptures, 
and the empty tomb of our Lord is the 
assurance of hope to all who will believe. 
Even so, our primary concern is, more 
often than not, centered upon those 
things which never reach beyond the 
grave. 


* How few of us take seriously our 
Lord’s admonition: “Surely life is more 
important than food, and the body more 
important than the clothes you wear.” 
It is our preoccupation with living that 
beclouds our horizon and keeps us from 
looking to that city, the maker and 
builder of which is God. 

Moses chose to renounce the privileges 
of Egypt that he might please the One 
who is invisible. Later, with the courage 
that comes only to those who are faithful, 
he stilled the terror of the Israelites with 
these words: “Fear ye not, stand still, and 
see the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will show to you today.” 

In secular literature we often read of 
a bravado that laughs at death, but this 
is not the Christian’s way. To the Chris- 
tian this life is but the entrance hall into 
a glorious eternity. Life is something to 
be cherished, to be used for God’s glory, 
to be expended in accord with divine 
plan. Because of this there are many 
times when we must be careful to dis- 
tinguish between immediate ends and 
eternal gain. 


€ Poor indeed would this world be had 
there not been men and women through 
the centuries who saw life and ideals 
in their proper perspective. To these 
men and women who “loved not their 
lives unto death” we owe more than we 
can ever repay. 

Our Lord said, “Fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both body and soul in 
hell” (Matt. 10:28). 

Now that, to moderns, hell is no 
longer a place of torment and separation 
from God, and Satan is no longer a per- 
sonality but only the incarnation of evil 
influences life is often regarded as man’s 
most precious possessicn. But to God 
faithfulness is infinitely more important. 
To those who are faithful unto death, 
He has promised a crown of life. 

L. Netson Beri 
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OUR LORD'S VIRGIN BIRTH 


Among the issues raised by the unfortunate and con- 
tinuing controversy over the Virgin Birth, the implied 
dismissal of the biblical testimony 


naturally claims 


much of our attention. It is right that this should be 
while the biblical evidence is small, and at- 
tempts have been made to weaken it by emendation, 


variant readings, 


SO. I OT, 


and literary dissection, even a theo- 
logian of Karl Barth’s stature tells us that “no one can 
dispute the existence of a biblical testimony to the 
Virgin Birth” (Church Dogmatics, 1, 2, p. 176). Thus, 
denial of 


rejection of the authority of Scripture and the apos- 


the miracle entails direct and conscious 


tolic teaching which it embodies. And the seriousness 


ot such rejection 1s incontestable and incalculable. 
a 


Yet while this is true, there are also important theo 
logical implications which may be missed even by those 
who contend for the Virgin Birth on biblical grounds. 
\ main argument used against it is in fact its supposed 
insignificance and even irrelevance. Many theologians, 


like Schleiermacher, have could 


thought that they 
accept a supernatural work of God without the Virgin 
Birth. 


Many others have tended to agree with Brunner 
that it is an unnecessary and inquisitive biological in- 
trusion. Many would argue that they can confess the 
true deity and incarnation of Christ without it. Evan- 
gelicals often leave the impression that it is a kind of 
embarrassment which they are prepared to accept be- 
cause it is in Scripture but which they do not find 
to be particularly significant or meaningful. 

Now if this is indeed the case, it might be asked why 
the issue has been given such prominence in recent dis- 
cussion. 


To be sure, any denial of the biblical record 


is a serious matter. But why should this particular 
denial be singled out as compared, for example, with 
the denial of some of 


the miracles performed by 


Jesus? On the other hand, may it not be that, in addi- 
tion to its implications for the authenticity and author- 
ity of Scripture, the Virgin Birth does in fact have a 
wider theological significance which its opponents are 
quick to ignore and its proponents too slow to perceive? 
This, at any rate, has been the way in which dogmatics 
understood the matter prior to the rise of liberal Prot- 
estantism, and it is perhaps the way in which it must 
always be understood in truly dogmatic thinking. 

It may be admitted, of course, that the Virgin Birth 
is not flatly identical with the Incarnation, just as the 
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empty tomb is not flatly identical with the Resurrec- 
tion. The one might be affirmed without the other. 
Yet the connection is so close, and indeed indispensable, 
that were the Virgin Birth or the empty tomb denied, it 
is likely that either the Incarnation or Resurrection 
would be called in question, or they would be affirmed 
in a form very different from that which they have in 
Scripture and_ historic teaching. The Virgin Birth 
might well be described as an essential, historical indi- 
cation of the Incarnation, bearing not only an analogy 
to the divine and human natures of the Incarnate, but 
also bringing out the nature, purpose, and bearing of 
this work of God to salvation. Hand in hand with its 
biblical attestation as a fact, it thus has a theological 
necessity which not only supplies its vindication but 
also warns us that its repudiation will almost inevitably 
be accompanied by a movement away from truly evan- 
gelical teaching. 

Thus, from the “born of the 
Virgin Mary,” it may be seen that the work of Incarna- 
tion and Reconciliation involves a definite intervening 
act on the part of God himself. 


tact that Jesus 


As Luther saw, a new 
beginning has to be made, a new creation initiated. 
It is not a beginning out of nothing. The role of Mary 
shows us that it is the old order which is the object.of 
this creative work. The new man, Jesus Christ, is true 
man. In the words of Barth, “he is the real son of a 
” Cibid., p. 185). There is no question of 
a mere semblance of humanity, nor of a humanity 
which bears no relation to the original work of God. 
What God now does, he does in and on the old, natural 
man. Yet it is strictly and properly the creative work 
of God himself. There can be no pretense of an 
achievement or theory of man. By the exclusion of the 
male it is made quite clear that what is to be done is 
something which man of himself cannot do, not even 
though his work is sanctified for the purpose by God. 
[here is a part which has to be played by man as rep- 
resented by the virgin; but the active initiative is neces- 
sarily with God. 

The inadequacy of man for this work is linked, of 
course, with the sinfulness of man. Hence the Virgin 
Birth carries with it not only the implication of the 
initiative of grace but also that of the hopeless sin and 
guilt of man. To be sure, this is not to be identified 
exclusively with the sexual act, as though this were 
the essence of sin and the problem of original sin 
would be solved by its evasion. Mary is no less a 


real mother 
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sinner than Joseph, and, while the sexual act is affected 
by sin like all others, the original sin of the race extends 
to every act as to each individual. No, the point is that 
though the Son of Mary as such stands in solidarity 
with sinners, yet his real birth is directly from God, so 
that unlike all others he is not himself a sinner, but 
has come to bear their sin in God’s own work of salva- 
tion. A man born in the normal way could have been 
one with sinners, but he could not have been the 
sinless sin-bearer. The sinless sin-bearer comes into the 
world in such a way that he is also one with man, yet 
there is a decisive break with the old humanity as well 
as continuity with it. He is not sinful man accom- 
plishing in a more worthy representative his own sal- 
vation. He is the second man, the Lord from heaven 
the Son of Man who is also the Son of God incarnate 
for us men and for our salvation. 

In this connection it is important to consider the 
importance of the fact that the human part is played by 
the female rather than the male. In a sense this is 
self-explanatory, for by nature the female is always 
present at generation. It is also theologically apt, for, 
as divines have pointed out from at least the time of 
Leo, Jesus has neither a mother in heaven nor a father 
on earth. There is also the further point, however, 
that it is the male who plays the active, initiatory role 
in generation, and therefore in a work in which the 
initiative necessarily lies with God “the whole action 
of man, the male can have no meaning” Cibid., p. 194). 
On the other hand, it must be emphasized that, though 
the female provides the link with humanity, this is 
not because either by sex or in person she has innate 
qualities alien to the male, nor because she is free 
from sin, nor because there is a special female Mary 
herself immaculately conceived and destined to rep- 
resent human glorification as the queen of heaven, 
but because she can fulfill the essentially passive role 
as the one in and on and through whom God acts in 
accomplishment of his gracious salvation. 

The fact that in the life and work and person of 
Jesus Christ we are genuinely concerned with God in 
his saving action is positively emphasized by the sec- 
ond, or more strictly primary, element in the Virgin 
Birth, namely, the fact that Jesus was “conceived by 
the Holy Spirit.” This does not, of course, give rise 
to the same offense as the “born of the Virgin Mary,” 
since it may be conveniently “spiritualized” and linked 
with a normal human birth in various ways. Yet in 
conjunction with the “born of the Virgin” it has its 
own positive witness, first, that in the coming of Jesus 
we have neither a mythological marvel nor a natural 
possibility, but a true work of God, and second, that, 
as Jesus was born from above, so all members of the 
new humanity must be born again to newness of life 
in him by the sovereign action of the Spirit. In this 
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respect there is truth in the statement of the older 
divines that the proper organ of conception in Mary 
was the ear, by which there came to her the W ord 
of God and therefore faith. In other words, Christians 
are all born again by grace and faith in analogy to the 
birth of Jesus Christ himself as conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To become a 
Christian is no more a natural possibility than the 
Word’s becoming flesh. It is the regenerative work of 
the Spirit in those who receive Christ, that is, who 
believe in his name. 


It may be contended, of course, that these doctrines 
implicit in the Virgin Birth may still be held even 
where the factuality of the birth is rejected. In point of 
fact, however, it is noticeable that denial of the Virgin 
Birth almost invariably accompanies, or is accompanied 
by, a more basic theological defection in which the 
divine initiative, the inadequacy of man, the reality 
of original sin, the miraculous nature of regeneration, 
the primacy of the Word of God, and the importance 
of the faith which it brings are either abandoned in 
whole or part or drastically reinterpreted. Even in 
Roman Catholicism, which obviously retains the Vir- 
gin Birth, it is striking that the distortion of evangelical 
doctrine has almost inevitably produced a corruption 
of the biblical witness to the Virgin Birth in and by 
an unfounded, exaggerated, and basically Pelagianizing 
Mariology. In itself the abandonment of the scriptural 
testimony may seem to many to be of little account. 
But quite apart from the serious impugning of the writ- 
ten Word, it is a conditioning and resultant sign of 
more widespread abandonment of evangelical doctrine. 
For the Virgin Birth itself carries by implication the 
sum and substance of the Gospel. 


We may close on an irenical note. Christmas has 
come again with its testimony to the Incarnation and 
atoning work of Christ without which there is no 
Gospel, faith, nor Church. All who claim the name 
of Christian will be turning afresh in public and private 
to the ancient and well-loved records: “Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ was on this wise . . .”; “And it came to 
pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus. .. .” All will be pondering afresh 
the tremendous reality and meaning of the incarnation 
of the Son of God. May we not make it our business 
to see that the records and the reality are in fact more 
intimately and irrevocably related than some ecclesiasts 
today assume? May we not ask ourselves whether we 
can really have the one without the other, whether we 
shall not necessarily lose the one if we deny the other, 
whether the substance of the Christmas Gospel and the 
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purity of the Christmas faith are not an issue in this 
whole matter? May we not make it our concern to 
commit ourselves afresh to the reality and wholeness 
of the Christmas Gospel as the very carols sung from 
our own lips attest it, and with this Gospel humbly 
accept the holy miracle of the birth of Jesus which in 
the wisdom and power of God is so apt to denote the 
significance of his saving action as the incarnate Media- 
tor, the first-begotten of the new creation and family 
of God? END 


PRESIDENT AND POPE 
IN PERSONAL DIPLOMACY 


Despite their reservations about “personal diplomacy,” 
most men of good will are hopeful that President Eisen- 
hower’s international mission will contribute construc- 
tively to man’s vexing search for a just peace in our 
tense world. The “Spirit of Camp David” will carry 
the President to a strange conglomerate of personali- 
Pope John XXIII, 


and heads of many nations shading in sympathy from 


ties—including Premier Khrushchev, 


neutralism to westernism. 

The junket has troublesome religious as well as poli- 
tical facets. President Eisenhower is political leader of 
a predominantly Protestant land. A visit to the Pope, 
as well as to St. Peter’s, has satisfied the curiosity of 
more than one roving Protestant who has had no in- 
tention of kneeling and kissing a papal ring. Not 
questioning the President's liberty to call on the Pope, 
many Protestants wish he had clarified the motivations 
of the visit. Was it ventured because the Pope is head 
of a foreign state, or head of a church, or as a matter 
of political expedience? 

The fact is that the Pope heads a foreign state, 
although U. S. State Department officials constantly 
evade this issue when periodic pressures arise to require 
American representatives of that foreign power Cespe- 
cially cardinals and bishops) to register as such. 

If the President’s visit is projected because the Pope 
heads a church, would he not profit from further in- 
struction in classic Presbyterian insights? Because of the 
authority which the papacy arrogated to itself (during 
the course of history) to impose doctrines unfounded 
in Scripture as articles of faith, the Westminster Con- 
fession (Chapter XXV, Section VI) affirms: “There 
is no other head of the Church but the Lord Jesus 
Christ; nor can the Pope of Rome in any sense be 
the head thereof; but is that Antichrist, that man of 
sin and son of perdition, that exalteth himself in the 
Church against Christ, and all that is called God.” 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and many 
other Lutherans share the same view, expressed in the 
Smalcald Articles: “The Pope is the very anti-Christ, 
who exalted himself above, and opposed himself against 
Christ, because he will not permit Christians to be 
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saved without his power, which, nevertheless, is noth- 
ing, and is neither ordained nor commanded by God 

..” The Common Confession adopted by the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church and The Lutheran Church— 
Missouri Synod states: “Among the signs of (Cour 
Lord’s) approaching return for Judgment, the distin 
guishing features of the Anti-Christ, as protrayed in 
the Holy Scriptures, are still clearly discernible in the 
Roman Papacy, the climax of all human usurpations 
of Christ’s authority in the Church” CXII, 2). The 
force of these passages is to identify the institution of 
the papacy (not the Roman church and its people or 
the person of the Pope) as the Antichrist. 

Holding an office that imposes no religious test, the 
President may justify his papal conference on the 
ground of Rome's support of man’s freedoms in oppo 
sition to Communistic tyranny. But Protestants and 
Other Americans United has urged President Eisen- 
hower to ask Pope John and Generalissimo Franco of 
Spain why they jointly suppress religious freedom for 
non-Catholics in Spain. The British government has 
not hesitated to raise the religious liberty issue with 
the Spanish Foreign Minister. American Protestants 
think that Mr. Eisenhower’s concern for basic freedoms 
should extend to the Roman as well as to the Russian 
sphere. Not only are Protestants prohibited from build 
ing regular churches, but publication and distribution 
of Protestant literature are forbidden, and Protestant 
chaplains in the U. S. Armed Forces in Spain are 
even disallowed contact with Spanish Protestants. 

If the President’s visit to Rome aims to promote a 
sort of Romanist-Republican good will, the venture 
may be as costly among Protestants as it is productive 
among Catholics. Personal diplomacy between a pope 
and a Catholic president would have intriguing pos- 
sibilities indeed, and if Mr. Eisenhower's visit unwit- 
tingly reminds us of these it will accomplish some good. 
A presidential visit to the papal residence seems to call 
for a papal visit to the White House. Where separa- 
tion of Church and State is a prized heritage, such a 
turn could signal a triumph not so much for religious 
tolerance as for religious indifference. END 


WHY SHOULD ECUMENISTS DISOWN 
A SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION? 


The Ohio Council of Churches went out of its way to 
“disown” the fourteenth annual convention of the Na- 
tional Sunday School Association, held recently in 
Columbus. In a release to its constituency and to press 
and radio news services, the Council stated: “(This 
Convention) is not sponsored by, nor does it have any 
connection with, the National Council of Churches or 
the Ohio Council of Churches, nor most of the member 
denominations of the stated Councils.” 

What prompts this oblique reference? Surely NCC 
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spokesmen cannot be alarmed about spiritual concerns 
of the NSSA. When liberal Protestantism had dis- 
solved the vitality of many church schools, NSSA was 
organized interdenominationally in 1946 for the objec- 
tive of “revitalizing the American Sunday School” and 
in 14 years has accomplished some remarkable evan- 
gelical results: The Bible has been made central i 
curriculum and in determining Sunday School sali 
ples and methods; evangelism is being restored to its 
rightful place in the objective of the school; and spir- 
itual power emphasized as an essential dynamic in 
Christian growth. The NSSA serves 28,000 evangeli- 
cal churches in 100 denominations with a constituency 
of some 10,000,000. It has more than 40 related metro- 
politan and regional Sunday School associations. NSSA 
conventions draw thousands because of their spiritual 
uplift and their practical service through workshops, 
clinics and conferences. This year there were some 
5,000 registered delegates in the annual tri-cities con- 
vention despite Council disparagement. 

The “unpardonable sin” of NSSA, apparently, is 
that it is not sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches. By their publicized attitude toward NSSA’s 
convention, some professed champions of interdenomi- 
national ecumenism provide another indication of a 
higher loyalty than revitalizing the Church’s evangeli- 
cal dynamisms, even than promoting evangelical co- 
operation. Some organization men seem more and 
more to make an idol of a twentieth century movement, 
identification with which is regarded as the badge of 
authentic Christianity. 

This approach to the unity of the body of Christ in 
terms of “organizational salute” reflects some dangerous 
prejudices. Its implications are evident already on far- 
flung mission fields. A new phenomenon has arisen in 
our century: the world-wide Church; while many vir- 
gin fields remain, not a single nation exists today with- 
out a church. The “sending” agency for missionaries 
must no longer be identified simply with a remote mis- 
sion board in New York or London; the established 
Church’s approval is new regarded as essential with a 
view to collective leadership. In principle there is much 
to commend this approach to missions. But when it be- 
comes a device for organizational discrimination and 
control, rather than for spiritual unification of the scat- 
tered churches, it must be disputed. Some ecumenists 
today mean by “the Church is mission” that the World 
Council of Churches (or the National Council in the 
United States) is the only legitimate source and sanc- 


tion of authentic Protestantism. Whatever does not 


have its approval, and wear its badge of identification, 
is therefore viewed, if not as spurious, at least as “off 
brand.” But discerning Christians will sense that addi- 
tion of a twentieth century test to evidences for genuine 
Christianity tampers with first century criteria. 
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Ve think the Ohio Council’s sniping at the NSSA 
convention regrettable, and we would like to encourage 
an apology in the interest of Christian brotherliness. 
NSSA has many strides yet to make, but it is restoring 
to the Sunday Schools of America an evangelistic con- 
cern and biblical interest that are commendable. We 
think ecumenists would help the cause of church unity 
more by commending spiritual gains than by deploring 
organizational unaffiliation. Otherwise churchgoers are 
apt to gain the impression that ecumenical identifics- 
tion means detachment from evangelical priorities. The 
ecumenical movement need not be that way, but some 
of its organization men convey the unfortunate impres- 
sion that it is. END 





Sonnets for the Space Age 


| 


These words of violence are not my own: 

In wheeling clouds of light God came to me. 
O son of man, He said, behold and see, 

Then cry aloud like cymbals striking stone. 
This pinch of dust, this narrow chain of bone, 
Has made himself the measure of all things, 
Has crowned himself as lord and king of kings, 
And thinks with fragile fist to shake my throne. 
He boasts that he will conquer earth and sky, 
But every boast is made with borrowed breath. 
I hold the only key to life and death. 

O son of man, why will these people die! 


They speak of peace but peace will never be 
Until men turn with humble hearts to me. 


I 


| trembled at the words and was dismayed: 

[ knew my own conceit and bent the knee. 

Then I heard angels sing His majesty, 

Their silver wings the harps on which they played. 

With whirlwind voice God spoke: Man’s searching 
brain 

Has split apart the atom’s mighty sphere, 

Has harnessed speed till distance holds no fear, 

And seeks now to control the moon’s white plain. 

There is no answer on a distant star. 

The continent of heart is deep and wide, 

Who conquers this and learns to vanquish pride 

Has made a conquest that is greater far. 


| am the Lord Thy God. O sons of men, 
Discover first the star of Bethlehem. 
Mitprep ZyYLsTRA 
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EUTYCHUS 


(Cont'd from p. 18) been so intellec- 
tually impoverished for want of good, 
sound, intellectual opposition as she is at 
the present time. Today there are no 
foemen worthy of her steel. And if the 
church today is not producing great 
chunks of thought, or what might be 
called ‘thinkage,’ it is because she has 
not been challenged to do so. . . . The 
church loves controversy, and loves it for 
two reasons: because intellectual conflict 
is informing, and because she is madly 
in love The great 
structure of the church has been built 
up through controversy.” 


with rationalism. 


Is not this a challenge from the Roman 
Catholic Church for Protestants to chal- 
lenge her? Should not the spiritual sons 
of the Reformation be as courageous as 
was Jewel. Or have we lost the con- 
viction of our spiritual forefathers? 
Watsonville, Calif. Henry F. Brown 
NORTH OF THE BORDER 
Your editorial, “Canadian View,” (Oct. 
26 issue) is true, discerning and well 


W. Gorpon Brown 


Dean 


written. 
Central Baptist Seminary 
Toronto, Ont. 


If you knew what a tremendous step 
forward the booklet is, considering the 
very liberal stand the United Church of 
Canada has taken in the past, you would 
not have been so eager to “quench the 
smoking flax.” In fact, in all Christian 
love you ought to have rejoiced. 

Windermere, Ont. Jean THORPE 
It should be noted that this “study” does 
not represent the membership of the 
United Church of Canada as a whole; 
the evangelical people within the United 
Church certainly would not agree with 
this book, and from what we can gather, 
the church head office in Toronto has 
been flooded with calls since its publica- 
tion of Life and Death from concerned 
people who disagree with the views ex- 
pressed. You are correct in the conclu- 
sion that it would have been better to 
return this book to the committee for 
further Bible study, but we doubt if that 
would have done much good. It is not 
so much the study of the Bible that 
would make the difference, but rather 
the attitude towards the Bible: You 
either accept it on face value as the 
Word of God, or you don’t. In the latter 
case you are not expressing yourself re- 
garding God’s Word, but simply regard- 
ing what you believe to be a collection 
of human writings about God and uni- 
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verse. Life and Death seems to be a 
result of thinking based on this latter 
view of Scripture. And that is why its 
content is mere confusion. 

H. J. AAFTINK 
St. Andrew’s United Church 
Kaslo, B. C. 


APOSTOLIC MINISTRY 


I sincerely believe that Dr. Bell’s articles 
are the most valuable of them all. I have 
cut most of them out and filed them for 
several years. . . . I was particularly in- 
terested in his article “Foundations” 
(Sept. 28 issue) and naturally, being a 
priest of the Anglican or Episcopal 
Church, I wondered why you did not 
mention the Apostolic Ministry as held 
by all the so-called “historic churches” 
such as the Roman, Anglican, Orthodox, 
and the Lutheran in the old country. . . . 
While not mentioned by our Lord, for 
he had no reason for doing so during his 
time on earth, his apostles and those who 
followed certainly carried on what we 
now know as laying on of hands in suc- 
cession. It was the practice of New 
Testament teaching, and so much so that 
Protestant ministers are continually ap- 
plying for Anglican ordination. As chap- 
lain to the Episcopal Bishop of Los An- 
geles, I am with him and assisting in all 
ordinations, and every year the Bishop 
is ordaining men from other ministries, 
particularly from Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Congregationalist, seem- 
ingly more from the latter. I feel sure 
this would not be done if these com- 
munions possessed the Apostolic Min- 
istry. SamuEL H. Sayre 
St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


The statement in “A Layman and his 
Faith” (Oct. 26 issue) is superb. I am 
convinced that modern theological schol- 
arship has almost committed the unpar- 
donable sin. I am preaching a sermon 
this Sunday night on the subject “The 
Power of Conviction” and the material is 
a great help to me. 


Little Rock, Ark. W. O. Vaucur, Jr. 


ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


In . . . Jacob Vellenga’s . . . “Is Capital 
Punishment Wrong?” (Oct. 12 issue) 

. . there are . . . things with which I 
take exception. . . . It is not my .. . 
object either to deny or affirm Mr. Vel- 
lenga’s position for certainly the problem 
is a moot one. 

It is not only for taking human life 
that the Old Testament demands capital 
punishment but also as the penalty for 
other offenses: idolatry, adultery, incest, 
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cursing of parents. To be consistent then, 
Mr. Vellenga must also insist on the 
death penalty in these other areas. . . . 
If . . . the answer is made that we no 
longer believe in the death penalty for 
witches, then the dam is opened. If, as 
theologians of old have been wont to do, 
we distinguish . . . [among] the moral 
law and the ceremonial law and the 
forensic law of the Old Testament, and 
then claim that only the Old Testament 
moral law is now binding, we have to 
face the possibility of its being said that 
the death penalty is part of the cere- 
monial or forensic law and also not bind- 
ing for us today. 

This problem now carries itself into 
the New Testament area, the second area 
of Vellenga’s proof. Jesus says he came 
to fulfill the law and the prophets. And 
yet what law? Did he intend to fulfill 
the law killing witches and others con- 
victed under the Old Testament law? 
If so how [do we] explain the story of 
Jesus and the woman taken in adultery 
(John 8:1-11)? Clearly this is an in- 
stance of Christ abrogating the Levitical 
and Deuteronomic codes. In fact if you 
want to you can say it’s an example of 
Christ suspending capital punishment. 
Of course there is the possibility of deny- 
ing the authenticity of John 8:1-11 as 
is done by many scholars. The only 
trouble with this method is that it opens 
again the possibility of denying the 
authenticity of other areas of the New 
Testament and ultimately the whole New 
Testament itself. 

I certainly further take exception to 
the equation of “judgment” in Matthew 
5:21-22 with capital punishment. Judg- 
ment could well imply a futuristic judg- 
ing by God in that context. If we equate 
“judgment” with capital punishment, 
then it would seem no less spurious to 
further equate the verb “to judge” in a 
like manner. Thus, “Judge not that ye 
be not judged” could also be made to fit 
the argument. 

If the early Christians did not meddle 

. with laws against wrongdoing . . . 
it was only because they were not strong 
enough to meddle. . . . Around the time 
of Constantine, they did “meddle”. . . . 

Not having a real position of my own, 
I must commend the author for being on 
one side of the fence. My thoughts are, 
however, that accepting the canonical 
authority of Scripture does not force any- 
one to the side of capital punishment. 
Where they do force one I am not sure. 


Jacksonville Beach, Fla. C. F. Paurinc 


That Mr. Vellenga is actually associate 
executive of the Synod of Illinois is in- 
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cidental. What needs to be clarified is 
the fact that the views expressed by Mr. 
Vellenga are not in agreement with the 
representative conscience of the church 
as expressed by its highest judicatory in 
a social deliverance adopted by the 17|st 
General Assembly which states: 

The 171st General Assembly 

Declares its opposition to capital pun- 
ishment, 

Calls upon the judicatories and mem- 
bers of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of 
America to work for the abolition 
of the death penalty in their re- 
spective states, 

Urges the judicatories to seek the im- 
provement of our various penal in- 
stitutions and systems to the end 
that society may be protected and 
persons convicted of crime be re- 
habilitated, and 

Encourages the Department of Social 
Education and Action to continue 
its study of other aspects of crime 
prevention and correction. 

Howarp C. MaxweEtri 
Associate Secretary 
Dept. of Social Education and Action 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Thanks for publishing Dr. Vellenga’s ar- 
ticle. . . . He is absolutely correct—ac- 
cording to the Bible. 
Brownton, Minn. E. W. L. Leung 
I have personally known of too many 
miscarriages of “justice” in our civil 
courts to be willing to give them the 
right of life and death. The question 
raised by Dr. Vellenga has two sides, 
and the answer he suggests is not the 
biblical answer, but is only his interpre- 
tation of the Word of God on this matter. 
. . . It is probably true that the Church 
should not “meddle” with capital punish- 
ment since we obviously cannot “legis- 
late” morals, [but] we had better re- 
member that we are not merely Chris- 
tians, but are Christian citizens. Our 
citizenship . . . implies a responsibility 
for the justice, mercy, and integrity of 
government and civil law. . . . 

Rosert Hapane, Jr. 
Arbor Grove Congregational Church 
Jackson, Mich. 


I am convinced that the Old Testament 
is no longer valid for either religious or 
moral law for the Christian, and that the 
New Testament was never meant to be 
an Apostolic or Divine Constitution. The 
new humanity in Christ is dead to sin 


ond dead to the Law. He who would 


argue for obedience to even one moral 
law because it is given to man in the 
Law, would deliver us back to the bond- 
age of the Law. . . . The Holy Scriptures 
point us to Christ. When they become 
the basis of authority, then they make 
denominations and not Christians. This 
is for me the teaching of St. Paul, and 
I hope that he understood Jesus, and 
that I understand Paul. 

Overton Love Turner, Jr. 
Presbyterian—Christian Church 


Tishomingo, Okla. 


It is ridiculous to see a supposedly well 
educated man quote the Old Testament 
as a rule and guide on morals when some 
of the greatest heroes in it were mur- 
derers in their own right. 

Mytes D. BLancHarp 
Universalist Church—New York State 
Auburn, N. Y. 


While I certainly cannot agree with his 
basic thesis, I find some very interesting 
food for thought. 
Ganado Presbyterian 
Ganado, Ariz. 


Wituram VocEL 


There may be cases in which man cannot 
see any alternative to killing his fellow 
man in defense of others for whom he 
bears an overriding responsibility—as in 
the case of a madman who must be 
stopped from slaughtering a group of 
innocent people—but when society has 
taken such an offender into its custody, 
there can be no Christian excuse for kill- 
ing him. Although I am a member of 
the Executive Committee of the New 
York State Committee to Abolish Cap- 
ital Punishment, I do not see in abolition 
any panacea. It is rather only a first step 
toward a system of penology which would 
have as its purpose the spiritual and 
moral redemption of offenders. 

Fellowship Wrt11AM Ropert MILLER 
Nyack, N. Y. Managing Editor 


God is more interested in the rehabilita- 
tion of any criminal than he is in the 
senseless murder by society . 
emotionally unstable sinner. 
St. Johns-Immanuel Parish G. H. Fisner 
Bancroft, S. Dak. 


. of an 


Punishment is a wrong word. I have read 
about forms of execution with plenty of 
[pain] to them. Today in this country 
executions take a few seconds. If there 
is any [pain], the time is too short for it 
to be noticed. .. . 
Newheld, N. J. 


Eaton R. Burrows 


I am appalled to think that a journal of 
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the Christian faith would carry such an 
article. . .. C. Danzer MATHESON 
Danforth Avenue United Church 
Toronto, Ont. 


The article . 
good. 
Indiana, Pa. 


was needed and... 
WILLIAM SUTHERLAND 


I am so concerned that I shall not be 
able to sleep until I write you. . . . We 
who live lawful lives can only enjoy this 
freedom of breaking laws through others 
who do the actual lawless acts. 
After [they have] been punished and our 
super ego is satisfied, then we can begin 
to love the person. . . . This is sin... . 
Daniet P. Matruews 
Holy Comforter Episcopal Church 


Monteagle, Tenn. 


Thank you. . . . In these days of increas- 
ing disorder among citizens, I think the 
article and its conclusions are most time- 
ly. I was in the correction field for 
nearly five years . . . as a state prison 
chaplain and this subject is of particular 
interest to me, as it well should be to all 
citizens. CrareENcE M. LuTHER 
West Newton, Mass. 


Such reasoning afhrms that there is a dif- 
ference between “nice” sins and “dirty” 
wanton sins. We sin “nice” sins and live 
until the judgment of God. The mur- 
derer commits “dirty” sins and is judged 
by man and put to death. Since when 
is sin anything but sin? Now I’m not 
implying that anyone sinning against 
society should go scot free until the 
judgment of God, but as long as they 
live there is hope. Louris Evert 
Hasson Heights United Presbyterian 
Oil City, Pa. 


I. . . object to the statement: “Capital 
punishment should not be classified with 
social evils like segregation, racketeering, 
liquor trafic, and gambling.” 

To place segregation alongside . . . 
the other items mentioned is unthink- 
able. . . . Multitudes of honest and sin- 
cere Christians with a sincere apprecia- 
tion of the worth and ability of peoples 
of all nationalities and colors well know 
that the present drive for “integration” is 
not a surface matter of sitting together 
in schools, restaurants, etc., but has a 
much deeper significance that would 
eventuate in intermarriage to the detri- 
ment of everyone. Too many folk are 
endeavoring to unchristianize any who 
do not all at once . . . throw aside age- 
old relationships and understandings 
which have brought the colored race 
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further along the road to social accept- 
ance and self-determination than any 
other race, over the same span of time. 
The white man of the South has been, 
and is, the best friend the Negro has had. 
I speak this out of a life-long association 
with Negroes, some of whom I count my 
good friends. Grorce E. BLANCHARD 
St. James Methodist Church 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


I think Dr. Vellenga’s article perceptive, 
reflecting courage and insight. It is one 
of the very best on capital punishment. 
Every Christian should read it. 

Harovtp F. Green 
Golden Gate Baptist Seminary 


Mill Valley, Calif. 
CREATOR, NOT CREATURE 


I cannot agree with [Dr. Heltzel] when 
he tries to explain . . . “firstborn” as 
“meaning that [Christ] was himself a 
creature” (Oct. 12 issue). . . . It seems 
that the author holds . . . Arianism... . 
As [he] says elsewhere, “[Christ] is Crea- 
tor, not creature.” 
Yonkers, N. Y. A. BALASsKA 
A. T. Robertson . . . on prototokos [first- 
born]: “Paul here is speaking of the 
Eternal Word as early theologians (Jus- 
tin, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, 
Origen) understood it. The Arians made 
Paul mean that Christ is a ‘first-born’ 
creature like the rest, though the first in 
time and in rank.” 
Oak Hill Baptist 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


KEY TO LUTHER 


Asked, “What is Christendom’s Key Is- 
sue?” A. W. Blackwood tersely trumpets, 
“We need a new Christ-centered Refor- 
mation” (Oct. 12 issue). But how will 
this be realized? A former Professor of 
Theology at Wittenberg University has 
a clear and forthright answer: “When- 
ever thou art occupied in the matter 
of thy salvation setting aside all curious 
speculations of God’s unsearchable maj- 
esty, all cognitions of work, of traditions, 
of philosophy, yea, and of God’s law, 
too,” ... “run straight to the manger and 
embrace this infant . . . and behold him 
as he was born, growing up, conversant 
with men, teaching, dying, rising again, 
ascending up above all the heavens and 
having power above all things.” 

What will happen? “By this means 
shalt thou be able to shake off all terrors 
and errors, like the sun driveth away the 
clouds. And this sight and contempla- 
tion will keep thee in the right way that 
thou mayest follow whither Christ is 
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Harotp McCuure 


gone” (Dr. Martin Luther on Galatians 
1:3). T. M. Lindsay says the Reforma- 
tion succeeded because men rediscovered 
the Christ of the Gospels. Is it now too 
late to go back and find Him? 

Parmer G. Brown 
Christology Institute of America Ex. Dir. 


Glendale, Calif. 


Only self-contained mental midgets could 
presume to give a nutshell answer to such 
a question. This confidence is typical of 
conservatism and CurisTIANITy Topay. 

Paut B. Brown 
Court Avenue Cumberland Presbyterian 
Selmer, Tenn. 


The most vital issue facing contemporary 
Christianity is the salvation of mankind. 
This was the issue when Christ was born 
and this is still the issue. The only dif- 
ference is that in Christ crucified we 
have the answer to the question. 

Wilkie, Sask. WALTER BreBer 


REDISTRICTING REFUSED 


Dr. Charles Fama . . . served here in the 
Bronx all these years. I am afraid... 
you have confused us with the old Bed- 
ford Church of Brooklyn (News, Oct. 
12 issue). 

Cuarves A. Darocy 
Bedford Park Presbyterian Church 
New York, N. Y. 


AUSTRALIANS UNITED 


The paper still continues to bring re- 
freshing sidelights on current affairs. I 
appreciate the insight into the American 
scene, and value the coverage of the 
Australian Crusades. My own church 
has benefitted greatly. I would not say 
that we have seen revival—as some have 
stated. But we have seen what the 
Church of God can do when united to 
achieve a common purpose. It only en- 
hances my own conviction that attempts 
to achieve organic church union are 
futile unless based on a common basis of 
mission. I conceive the only basis to be 
that of a New Testament view—evange- 
listic. While the church shirks its major 
task, divisions will continue. The Cru- 
sades have shown what can be done 
when all are concerned with the salva- 
tion of men and women. 

Datias CLARNETTE 
Strathmore Methodist Church 
Caulfield, Victoria, Australia 


POLITICS AND RELIGION 


In reply to my friend, Dr. Russell C. 
Stroup (Eutychus, Sept. 28 issue), re 
garding the religion of the late Fiorello 


La Guardia, may I say that I am well- 
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aware that he was not a Roman Catholic. 
Neither, in my opinion, was he a Protes- 
tant. Close associates of his whom I 
questioned on this point have informed 
me that he was a freethinker and was 
not a church-going person. Besides this, 
it has been many years since Mr. La 
Guardia retired as mayor in the face of 
a resurgent Tammany Hall he knew he 
could not defeat in a re-election cam- 
paign. 

I think that nothing Dr. Stroup has 
offered in his letter in any sense obviates 
my statement “In New York City where 
80% of the Catholics regularly vote the 
Democratic ticket, no Protestant would 
have a chance to be mayor.” This has 
been true for many years and is true 
today. C. StanLtey LowsEii 

Associate Director 
Protestants and Other Americans United 
Washington, D. C. 


Mr. Lehman (Eutychus, Sept. 28 
issue) informs us that Roosevelt ap- 
pointed three Jews to the Supreme 
Court. . . . To my knowledge, there 
have been three Associate Justices of the 
U. S. Supreme Court of the Judaic faith. 
The first Jew to be so honored was Louis 
Dembitz Brandeis (1856-1941), ap 
pointed by President Wilson in 1916. 
Brandeis was an ardent liberal and Zion- 
ist. The second, Benjamin Nathan Car- 
dozo (1870-1938), was appointed by 
President Hoover in 1932. Cardozo 
was admired for his great mind and noble 
character. . . . Felix Frankfurter is the 
only Jew on the U. S. Supreme Court. 
He was appointed by President Roose- 
velt in 1939. Once a strong liberal and 
New Dealer, Mr. Justice Frankfurter is 
now quite conservative in his judicial 
thought. He is far from liberal in the 
field of civil liberties—in fact, he places 
national cohesion above religious loyal- 
ties. (See his decision for the Court in 
Minersville School District v. Gobitis, 
310 U. S. 586, 1940.) Morton Psrry 
New Brunswick, N. J. 


FOR ENFORCING TRUTH 


I believe . . . that the first evangelist to 
use the inquiry room was not named 
“Ashland Middleton” . . ., but Asahel 
Nettleton (“Evangelism: Message and 
Method,” Aug. 3 issue). The Connecti- 
cut Congregational association appointed 
him a minister to the hinterlands where 
his evangelistic endeavors included an 
inquiry room “for the enforcing of truth 
and instruction of seekers.” 

Davi S. McCartuy 
Advent Christian Church 
New Bedford, Mass. 












The city of Baltimore will be the focal 
point of an extensive observance of the 
175th birthday of U. S. Methodism. 

It was in Baltimore, in a little stone 
“meeting house” long since demolished, 
where 60 young preachers met for the 
now-famous 1784 “Christmas Confer- 
ence,” which formally launched the 
Methodist Church in America and 
elected the first bishops—Francis Asbury 
and Thomas Coke. Methodists were the 
first Americans to organize officially as a 
church following the Revolutionary War. 

Though John Wesley, founder of the 
Methodist movement, never left the 
Church of England, he gave his blessing 
to the formal organization of the Method- 
ist church in America. It was not until 
after Wesley’s death that British Method- 
ists organized as a free church. 

Dr. Thomas Coke, former Anglican 
curate who had been turned out of his 
church for his “Methodism,” was dis- 
patched to America by Wesley with in- 
structions that he and Asbury were to 
superintend the new church. 

Asbury, however, refused the Wesley 
commission unless elected by his fellow- 
ministers, thus initiating the practice of 
choosing Methodist bishops, now shared 
by the laity. 

About 400 young Methodist ministers 
and their wives from across the nation 
are expected to attend a 1959 “Christmas 
Conference,” to be held December 28-31 
at Lovely Lane Methodist Church in 
Baltimore, direct descendant of the 
“mother church of American Method- 
i The present structure is the fifth 
building to house the congregation. 

A Sunday address in Baltimore by 
today’s most widely-known Methodist 
pastor, Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, will pre- 
cede the conference. 

On Monday evening, December 28, a 
pageant will be staged, depicting the 
first “Christmas Conference,” followed 
by an address by Methodist Bishop Edgar 
A. Love of Baltimore. 

On the following evening Baltimore’s 
Great Hymns Choir, directed by the Rev. 
Daniel Ridout, will present a concert. 

Wednesday night’s event will feature 
an address by Methodist Bishop Fred 
P. Corson of Philadelphia. 

Thursday, New Year’s Eve, will see 
a watch- -night communion service plus an 
address by Methodist Bishop Roy H. 
Short of Nashville. 

All meetings are under sponsorship of 
the Methodist General Board of Evan- 
gelism, which has as its motto for the 
1960’s “A Decade of Dynamic Disciple- 
ship.” 


U. S. Methodists Celebrate 175th Anniversary 





The Lovely Lane Meeting House in Baltimore as it appeared in 1784, when a 
band of young ministers met there at Christmas to organize U. S. Methodism. 
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Across the nation, 39,000 Methodist 
congregations are expected to join in the 
observance with special services Decem- 
ber 27 to January 3. The Methodist 
Board of Education has produced a play 
for use on Student Recognition Day 
(December 27) to portray development 
of Methodist higher education in America. 

On New Year’s Eve, some churches 
plan to use John Wesley’s watch-night 
service. Others will conduct a new one 
prepared for the 175th anniversary by 
the Board of Evangelism. 

On January 3, churches are expected 
to “renew their covenant with God” 
using a special service of worship also 
prepared especially for the observance. 

Some congregations will follow up the 
special services with study classes on 
Methodist history. 

Another key aspect of the nation-wide 
observance was undertaken by Together, 
“midmonth magazine for Methodist fami- 
lies.” Established on a shoestring in 
1826 as Christian Advocate, the maga- 
zine now boasts a circulation of more 
than 1,000,000 and a first-class format 
featuring full-color illustrations through- 


out. Together’s 128-page November 


issue was dedicated to the anniversary 
and was replete with Methodist history. 
In 1784 there were about 15,000 
Methodists, including 81 preachers, scat- 
tered throughout the infant U. S. 
public. By 1850, the church had more 
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than a million members and was the 
largest Protestant body in the land. To- 
day in the United States the Methodist 
Church, largest in the Wesley heritage, 
numbers 9,815,459 members plus 1,536,- 
419 baptized children and other prepara- 
tory members. 

During the past year, according to the 
dénntainasiog’s statistical office, Method- 
ists in the United States picked up 
123,543 members. A total of 380,204 
professions of faith were reported. There 
was a net loss during the year, however, 
of 81 churches. 

Methodists are the largest single de- 
nominational body in the United States. 
The Baptist “family” outnumbers Meth- 
odism, but the largest Baptist group, the 
Southern Baptist Convention, has fewer 
members than the Methodist Church. 

There are signs that in this 175th 
anniversary year Methodists are dedi- 
cating themselves anew to the principles 
which inspired Wesley, Asbury and 
Coke. In a recent radio address on 
Methodism, evangelist Billy Graham re- 
lated that “one of the tragedies of the 
Christian Church today was expressed to 
me by a Methodist clergyman in Indian- 
apolis. He said: ‘It is unfortunate that 
many Methodist clergymen no _ longer 
preach conversion, but I am glad to re- 
port that hundreds are beginning to turn 
back to the early convictions of Wesley 
that a man needs to be born again.’” 
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Exploratory Talks 


Plans are being laid for exploratory 
talks on the theological implications of 
present and future cooperative activities 
between the National Lutheran Council 
and the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. Informal discussions are sched- 
uled for next July in Chicago. 


Epitome of Mariolatry 
where U. S. Methodism 


was organized [see page 27], also holds 
historical significance for Roman Catho- 
lics. For it was at the Council of Balti- 
more in 1846 that U. S. Roman Catholic 
bishops invoked the Virgin Mary as 
“special patroness” of the American 
church under the title of the Immaculate 
Conception. Last month, some 40 miles 
south of Baltimore, the largest Catholic 
church in the United States was dedi- 
cated as the National Shrine of the Im- 
maculate Conception. 

Though its 


Baltimore, 


architectural grandeur 
stands as a tribute to the perseverance, 
sincerity, and sacrificial spirit of many 
American Catholics, the National Shrine 
in Washington nonetheless epitomizes 
the Mariolatry promoted by their hier- 
archy. 

Archbishop Joseph E. Ritter spent 
much of his dedicatory sermon in a de- 
fense of Mary’s “divine motherhood,” in- 
serting an ecumenical twist: “may it [the 
shrine] stand as a symbol of the union 
[his stress} of all men under the headship 
of Christ. There can be no surer or more 
direct road than by Mary for uniting all 
men in Christ.” 


Appeal to Koreans 


An appeal to Presbyterians in Korea 
to heal their division was sent last month 
by representatives of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. jointly with representatives of 
the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 

“We are resolved to take no precipitate 
action,” the appeal said, “but to wait 
patiently for the enlightenment and 
guidance of the Spirit of God, praying 
that He may remove the misunderstand- 
ings and restore the mind of peace among 
his children.” 

What caused the division which broke 
up Korean Presbyterian assembly in Sep- 
tember? Said a prominent church woman 
in Korea: “The shame of this split is 
that it was not caused by deep theological 
conviction, but by a few corrupted and 
unscrupulous church leaders seeking for 
more power.” 
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@ The triennial Synod of the South- 
ern Province of the Moravian Church 
in America (Unitas Fratrum), held 
last month in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, took a strong stand against 
“the evils of alcoholic beverages.” 


@ Four Salvation Army officers, two 
of them Mexicans, toured 1,200 miles 
of Arkansas back roads this fall in 
witnessing and distributing Christian 


literature to Mexican migrant farm 


laborers. 


@ The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod plans to locate a new 
$6,000,000 junior college near Pon- 
tiac, Michigan . . . The synod has 
scheduled its first church-wide Sunday 
School convention for next July to be 


held in St. Louis. 


@ Mrs. Catherine Marshall, best-sell- 
ing author and Christian Herald staff 
member, was married to Leonard E. 
LeSourd, executive editor of Guide- 
posts, in Leesburg, Virginia, Novem- 


ber 14. 


@ Heading the list of speakers who 
accepted invitations for the 150th an- 
niversary dinner of the New York 
Bible Society in the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel, December 4, was Governor 
Nelson A. Rockefeller. 


@ The sixth assembly of the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
(Disciples) will be held in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, August 2-7, 1960. 
A U. S. contingent is expected to 
make up about half of the 3,000 dele- 
gates expected. 


@ The Church of God ordained last 
month its first native-born pastor in 
Alaska. He is the Rev. Fred Mama- 
loff, half-Russian and_half-Indian, 


who is building a new congregation 


in Kodiak. 


@ Clear Creek Baptist School of Pine- 
ville, Kentucky, dedicated a $300,000 
furniture factory in October. The 
plant employs 70 church furniture 
craftsmen who are studying for the 
ministry at the Southern Baptist 
school. 


@ The Latin American Bible Semi- 
nary in San Jose, Costa Rica, dedi- 
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cated a new building last month. The 
seminary was established in 1924. 


@ Protestants and Other Americans 
United are expanding their Wash- 
ington, D. C. headquarters. A newly- 
acquired four-story building which 
adjoins the present headquarters on 
fashionable Massachusetts Avenue will 
house a growing legal staff. 


@ The Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion of America is organizing a 
“Clergymen’s National Advisory Com- 
mittee” to promote birth control in- 
formation. Protestant Episcopal Bishop 
James A. Pike, who will head the 
committee, says it will have about 30 
members from major Protestant and 
Jewish groups. 


@ Two more churches were admitted 
to the Federation of Independent 
Evangelical Churches of Spain at its 
October meeting in Tarragona. The 
group, organized three years ago with 
nine churches, now has 27. It voted 
to afhliate itself with the Inter- 
national Federation of Free Evangeli- 
cal Churches. 


@ Pro-management forces strength- 
ened their control of Lutheran Broth- 
erhood, billion-dollar fraternal life in- 
surance society, at its quadrennial 
convention in Minneapolis this fall. 
After defeating an opposition effort to 
enlarge the society’s board of directors, 
a record turnout of delegates elected 
four new directors pledged to support 
management. 


@ The Unitarian Fellowship for So- 
cial Justice is opening a national head- 
quarters in Washington, D. C. 


@ Merger of Danish free churches 
under the name of “The Danish Con- 
fessional Church” was proposed at the 
Evangelical Free Church Council in 
Copenhagen last month. 


@ The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety office in Belgrade is reported to 
be experiencing difficulty in importing 
Bibles. Informed sources say the 
whole country is feeling the pinch as 
a result, for the office has been the 
only supplier of Bibles since printing 


of the Scriptures was banned in 


Yugoslavia during World War II. 
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Clergy Protection 


A new law in Pennsylvania exempts 
clergymen from testifying or being com- 
pelled to give any information they ob- 
tained in confidence. 

“Rarely, if ever, have clergymen been 
required to divulge such confidential 
communications,” said Governor David 
L. Lawrence in signing the bill. “How- 
ever, this act spells out the immunity 
given to such persons.” 


Muslims on Graham 


Maulvi Naseem Saifi, head of the 
\hmadiyya Muslims in West Africa, 
wants the Christian Council of Nigeria 
to arrange a meeting between Muslim 
leaders and Billy Graham when the U. S. 
evangelist visits there early in 1960. 

Told of the overture, Graham com- 
mented: “I will be happy to meet with 
them, or any others to whom I may pre- 
sent the claims of Christ.” 


The Winner 


A 68-year-old retired physician who 
emigrated from Russia 35 years ago is 
the winner of Israel’s second annual 
Bible knowledge contest, held last month 
in Tel Aviv. 

Top among 12 finalists was Dr. 
Yehoshue Yeivin, who took his medical 
degree at the University of Moscow. 
Yeivin claims to have known the book of 
lsaiah by heart at the age of eight. 

The contest gained such popularity 
last year that it has been made a perma- 
nent feature of Israeli culture. The 1958 
national tournament was followed by an 
international contest (now scheduled to 
be held every three years). 

Yeivin won $1,800. The last question 
posed to him: “What was the first diplo- 
matic mission from Israel to another 
nation; and what was the last mission 
from another nation to reach the King- 
dom of Judah?” The answer: “Israel's 
first mission was sent by Moses from 
Kadesh to the King of Edom, and the 
last foreign mission to Judah was in King 
Zedekiah’s reign from the Kings of 
Edom, Moab, Tyre, Sidon and of the 
\mmonites.” 

In a speech congratulating winners, 
Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion re- 
ferred to the Bible as “the Israeli’s second 
homeland.” 


Luther’s Bible 


A new German revision of Luther's 
translation of the New Testament will 
soon be in print. The revision was com- 
pleted in 1957 after 30 years work. 

Last year the Evangelical Church in 


Germany named a 15-member commis- 
sion to start work on a new revision of 
Luther’s Old Testament translation. 

Protestants in Germany have always 
used Luther's translation of the Bible as 
their standard. The version now in use 
was issued 60 years ago. 


How Christian? 


The Communist-sponsored “Christian 
Peace Council” met in Warsaw this fall 
to plan its third “peace congress” to be 
held in 1961. 

The preparatory committee for the 
congress, expected to be attended by pro- 
regime Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
churchmen in Poland and other Commu- 
nist countries, is headed by Professor 
Miklos Palfy, dean of the Lutheran The- 
ological Seminary in Budapest, Hungary. 


Centennial Climax 


Rallies and special church services and 
conferences climaxed observance of the 
centenary of Protestant missions in Japan. 

Last month, nearly 15,000 people 
packed Tokyo’s Metropolitan Arena for 
a “united worship service” sponsored by 
the National Christian Council of Japan. 

Others highlighted their commemora- 
tion in large rallies arranged by the 
Japan Protestant Centennial, a specially- 
organized group which claims support of 
some 1,030 Japanese ministers and 800 
missionaries (out of a reported total of 
2,359 ordained ministers and 2,413 mis- 
sionaries now working in the country). 
Basis for “participation”: belief in scrip- 
tural infallibility. 

Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general sec- 
retary of the World Council of Churches, 
was among visitors on hand for the na- 
tional council observance. The council 
includes the largest Protestant denomina- 
tion in Japan, the United Church of 
Christ (Kyodan), with more than 
250,000 members. 

Visser ’t Hooft called upon churches to 
take “a common stand against isolation- 
ism and self-centered confessionalism.” 

“The Church must demonstrate that 
Christ actually overcomes the walls of 
separation, class, nation, race and de- 
nomination,” he declared. “This must 
manifest itself in our willingness to have 
fellowship across all national, racial and 
ideological frontiers.” 

The ecumenical leader also asserted 
that common obedience to the divine 
calling is “a manifest unity.” He said 


that “invisible unity is not enough. We 
must overcome our fear of unity.” 

In lining up supporters, for its own 
observance, Japan Protestant Centennial 
(Cont'd on page 34) 


leaders had asked 
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‘Biblical Zoo’ 


The Israel Embassy plans to present 


to the National Zoological Park more 
than 50 plaques which will identify ani- 
mals mentioned in the Old Testament. 

The plastic plates to be installed for 
temporary display on cages and dens in 
the Washington zoo resemble those used 
in the unique “Biblical Zoo” in Jeru- 
salem. Other U. S. zoos will get the 
plates subsequently. 

Engraved in Hebrew and English on 
weatherproof surfaces are such quota- 
tions as “The lion which is mightiest 


SMILING KHRUSHCHEV ENTERTAINED 


Khrushchev says, “If anyone thinks that our 
smiles mean the abandonment of the teach- 
ings of Marx he is cruelly deceiving himself 
—we will bury you.” 


THE CLAWS OF COMMUNISM. Reveals 
the program and “10 Commandments” of 
Communism. Price $1.00 per hundred. 

CAN WE COEXIST? Let one of the 11,622 
defenseless prisoners who were dumped alive 
into trenches and summarily shot, answer 
you. Price 80 cents per hundred. 

These widely demanded, highly revealing re- 


ports by one who escaped from the Com- 
munists. 


Order from H. M. HILLIS 


602 Fairmont Glendale 3, California 


ALL-PURPOSE HAT AND 
; _COAT RACKS 


Snap-over 
hooks replace 
hangers 





Large Capacity in Small Space 


Checkerettes go wherever needed, can 
be set up or taken down in a minute 


without nuts, bolts or tools. Strongly 
built of welded heavy gauge steel box 
shapes, they stand rigid under any load 


—never sag, sway or wobble. When not 
needed they can be stored away like 
folding chairs. They have more capacity 
for size—a single bar, 4 ft. unit (above, 
rear) provides 2 hat shelves and holds 
24 coats on hangers (or 32 on snap-over 
coat hooks); the double bar unit, with 
wider hat shelves takes 48 coats on 
hanger (or 64 on hooks). Smart strictly 
modern 3 ft. and 4 ft. (as illustrated) 
office units come furnished in baked 
gray enamel. 


Write for catalog CT-550 


VOGEL-PETERSON CO. 


“The Coat Rack People” 
Route 83 and Madison Street 
P. O. BOX 90, ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 
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among beasts,” “the little foxes that spoil 
the vines,” and “the turtle (dove) whose 
voice is heard in our land.” 

Nucleus of the famous “biblical” me- 
nagerie in Jerusalem came into being 
seven years before the establishment of 
modern Israel, according to the National 
Geographic Society. First exhibits in 
1941—a few monkeys, rabbits, lizards, a 
vulture, and an eagle—were penned in a 
yard off a 
Later, more spacious quarters were pro- 
vided in the suburbs. 


crowded downtown street. 


Give The Upper Room 


for Christmas! 
Special Offer 


Here is the perfect Christmas gift for 


everyone on your list, especially for 
those individuals or families who “have 
everything”: a gift subscription to The 
Upper Room. 


Containing devotionals with a medita- 
tion, Bible reading and prayer for every 
day in the new year, The Upper Room 
will be a daily reminder of the giver’s 
thoughtfulness. 


Under the special Christmas rate, you 
save one-third by ordering three or more 
yearly subscriptions at one time — three 
subscriptions for $2.00, six for $4.00, etc. 
Send payment with order. 


Attractive gift announcement folders will 
be sent free in your name. (Be sure to 
show how the folders are to be signed.) 
Send your order TODAY to 


PPCHANOOM 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
1908 GRAND AVE. NASHVILLE 5. TENN. 
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HAITI: 


Homer E. Dowdy, staff writer for the 
Flint (Michigan) Journal, spent several 
weeks this fall travelling through the 
Caribbean with Dr. Henry R. Brandt, 
Flint psychologist who serves as con- 
sultant to some 12 mission boards. Most 
of their time was spent touring mission 
stations in Haiti, where the populace is 
fighting for survival against famine, 
drought and disease. 

Here is Dowdy's report of what he 
found in Haiti, and an appraisal of how 
Christians are facing the crisis: 

Unless long-absent rains return to 
northwest Haiti this winter, thousands 
of citizens of the second oldest republic 
in the Americas will die of starvation. 

This is the major problem currently 
facing the Christian church in Haiti, not 
only from the standpoint of human trag- 
edy in gigantic proportions, but from 
decimation of the ranks of some of the 
strongest and most virile evangelical con- 
gregations in the Caribbean. 

Haiti’s economy has never been on 
the plus side since the Negro nation won 
independence from France in 1804. Per 
capita income is believed to be about 
$50 a year, lowest in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. The nearly 4,000,000 popula- 
tion is growing rapidly, which is a major 
cause of food shortage and unemploy- 
ment, and 90 per cent of the people 
are illiterate, with an almost equal num- 
ber living in the rural areas, trying to 
coax a living out of steep-sloping moun- 
tains or overworked valleys. 

It used to be that country folks were 
better off than their city cousins. But 
when Hurricane Hazel ripped through 
the island in 1954, much top soil was 
washed away and a mysterious tinge of 
salt was left in many areas. Diminishing 
rains since the deluge have prompted a 
number of farmers to leave the country 
for the towns only to find unemploy- 
ment and food shortages. 

Conditions in Haiti, just 2% hours 
by air from the United States, hit a new 
low last summer and many people died 
of starvation. 

Protestant missionaries and their na- 
tional brethren joined with Roman 
Catholics to alleviate suffering in arid, 
stony northwest Haiti. Church World 
Service, CARE and Catholic Welfare 
distributed food to thousands of families. 
So barbaric were reactions to the early 
shipments of cornmeal, dried milk and 
flour that barbed wire tunnels had to be 
erected to channel frenzied mobs into 
the distribution center. 

Conditions improved slightly in many 
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sections this fall, but Ed Shreve, who in 
18 months in Haiti for Unevangelized 
Fields Mission has gained more experi- 
ence than many missionaries do in a full 
term, warns that winter rains of 1959-60 
are all important. Says Shreve: 

“Crops have failed consistently for 
nearly five years. Animals have had to 
be sold. There is nothing to fall back 
on. If the new seed fails to sprout be- 
cause of blistering drought, the worst 
famine yet will be at hand.” 

The Haitian church is hit hard, with 
rain failing to fall on the just as well 
as the unjust. But believers are asking 
if God’s hand is not being seen. 

There is good spirit exhibited among 
Bible-based churches. They are filled 
and often there are as many wide-awake 
Eutychuses as there are worshippers 
crowded on the crude benches inside. 

Where churches of the nationals are 
autonomous, buildings are rising as fast 
as the tithe of meager incomes can pay 
for materials and labor. 

In increasing numbers, young men are 
being sent to Bible schools and other 
institutions of higher learning, although 
the tuition and board impel great sacri- 
fices at home. 

Revival is reported in the very heart 
of the drought-stricken northwest. 

One group in an isolated village felt 
constrained to take the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to a Voodoo center some 20 miles 
distant. As the result of a week’s preach- 
ing mission and personal witness by 
members of the delegation, 70 were 
saved. Representatives of the 70 at- 
tended a believers’ conference late in 
October. They told of receiving no real 
rain in four years, but of sight restora- 
tion, on conversion, for two who had 
been blinded by demonism. They spoke 
of a cotton crop of a single bag where 
20 or 30 used to be harvested and they 
reported little opportunity for irrigation 
because they live downstream from other 
thirsty communities. But they also wanted 
all to know that even the hungry man— 
if he’s a man of God—is not content to 
live by bread alone. 

Their biggest need, they said, was a 
Bible trained pastor. “Send us one and 
we'll find a way to support him.” 

What is the answer to the tragedy of 
Haitian hunger?. There have been those 
who have written off the bone-dry north- 
west but people like Ed Shreve, and 
the Haitians he lives and labors with, 
have been trying to find more of an 
answer than insufhcient mass feedings. 

Under Shreve’s guidance, Christians 
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near the village of Bombardopolis have 
formed a farm co-operative and on four 
acres they have tried to find the proper 
and methods for their soil and 
climate. They are now ready to take on 
300 acres and hope to flow the waters of 
the Hate River over the property. At 
the moment, Voodooism stands in the 
way; the local witchdoctor warns of in- 
curring the displeasure of the 
f the waters” if the river’s course is 
changed. 

jut the Christians have asked God's 
help to show their unbelieving neighbors 
that the freedom that Christ brings not 
nly liberates them from the bondage of 
fear and superstition, but also permits 


SC ed 


“e 
master 


them to use the forces of nature for their 
benefit, not their defeat and death. 


Inter-Faith Medium 


There is an urgent need to keep open 
channels of communications among _ re- 
ligious and ethnic groups throughout the 

the today’s social 
Dr. Webster Jones, 
peeside nt of the National Conference of 


country in face of 


problems, Lewis 
Christians and Jews, said in an annual 
report last month. 

Jones said this communication is es- 
sential to counteract dangers of regional 
isolationism, antagonisms and 
misunderstandings arising out of religious 
and racial differences. 

This is more important now than ever, 
he added, in view of the fact that most 
thinking Americans are seriously troubled 
about social problems. 

The report was presented at the 
NCCJ’s 31st annual meeting. Founded 
in 1928, the conference has grown from 
a $10,000 a year operation out of a 
one-man office into a nation-wide organi- 
zation with an annual budget of more 
than $2,700,000 and a modern, eight- 
story headquarters building in the heart 
of New York City. 


regional 


The president’s report cited NCCJ 


activities during 1959 to help find an- 
swers to religious and racial problems 
confronting the nation. These included: 

—Camp conferences for high school 
youth in six states, college camp con- 
ferences in four states, year-round youth 
programs in 15 regions and one-day in- 
stitutes for high school and college youth 
in 23 regions. 

—Forty-nine human relations work- 
shops at colleges and universities. 

—State-wide institutes for teacher- 


educators in three states and institutes | 
on “Rearing Children of Goodwill” 
more than 50 communities. 

A nation-wide program in_ police- 
community relations, including human 
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relations training programs for local po- 
lice officers in 60 cities. 

—Programs dealing directly at the 
grass roots level with problems of inter- 
group relations caused by metropolitan 
growth. 

—Programs for labor and management, 
including institutes on employer- 
employee relations. 


—Brotherhood Week 


cept of man’s togetherness as short of the 
biblical ideal. 
ers, however, recognize beneficial effects 
of certain NCC] functions upon the 
American scene. 


Many evangelical observ- 


Perhaps the best ex- 
the 
news agency which serves 
Catholic and Protestant, as well as Jew- 
ish, 


ample is Religious News Service, 
nation’s only 


media. 
observances in The conference sponsors RNS to the 
extent of a $25,000 yearly subsidy. The 


$200,000 annual 


some 10,000 communities. 


Evangelicals challenge the NCCJ con- 


rest of the agency's 












COMMENTARY for 1960 


International Uniform Sunday School Lessons 


¢ SCHOLARLY EXPLANATIONS « CONSERVATIVE + EVAN- 
| GELICAL + PRACTICAL + DEPARTMENTALLY GRADED 


Thousands of Sunday school teachers and students Ne i 
depend on this excellent commentary for help in Rien in : 
lesson preparation. ARNOLD’S is now being used An Annual : 
by the third and fourth generations. $2.25 Commentary 3 
LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS, Winona Lake, Indiana b 
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Tne M MARE OF A FINE BOOK 


If you are a Christian who 


wants to ma SURI i aay 


or up to $100 a week 
im your spare time... 


































do as Ed Ham and hundreds of other men and 





IT—AND women have done—join John Rudin & Com- 
YOU CAN, pany, which has been in business more than 
TO0” 36 years and is highly respected by Christian 
Bed leaders in every Protestant denomination. Our 

says ED HAM 


plan is unique—it has no competition. 


Every Christian home in your town and sur- 
rounding communities is a prospect. You work 
on a proven lead system—no “cold canvassing” 
—no deliveries—no investment to make. 


Here are a few examples of what people are 
doing: Mrs. Helen E, Hiatt made $483 in her 
first six-week period, part time; J. C. Robison 
earned over $15,000 this past year; Rev. Nor- 
man Hammers, with full-time church respon- 
sibilities, made $597 in a recent month; Archie 
Kauffman, in his first- week, earned $176.50; 
George Richards’ earnings totalled $10,000 for 
a year; and Mrs, Hazel Garberson, housewife 
and mother, has made from $3,985 to $5,400 a 
year part time, over a 15-year period. 

Fill in coupon below and we'll help you get 
started immediately. 





‘“‘My association with Rudin 
started over 5 years ago. While 
pastoring a church, I was faced 
with added financial needs. The 
Rudin program was my answer 
—and later became my full-time 
vocation. 

“The American home is the 
No. 1 schoolroom for moulding 
character and teaching the right 
sense of values—especially spirit- 
ual — but parents need the best 
help available. Talking to them 
about Christian training in the 
home became a wonderfully sat- 
isfying investment of my time, as 
well as most rewarding finan- 
cially. 

“$10,000 is within your reach, 
too. I recommend you try it.” 












MAIL COUPON JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY, INC. Dept. r-129 4 

ark 22 W. Madison Street, Chicago 2, Ill. { 

4 Yes, I’m interested. ame. i 

| | Please send me com- Address | 
plete information on 

your program. a _ State ! 
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Evangelical 


Sermons of 


Our Day 


compiled and edited 
with special annotations by 


ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 


37 Foremost Examples of Great Bible Preaching 


Here is a very special volume containing outstanding pulpit mes- 
sages by world exemplars of evangelical preaching. Expertly edited 
and annotated, EVANGELICAL SERMONS OF OUR DAY offers the minister 
not only a source of inspiration but a superbly practical guide to 


Biblical preaching. 


Arranged to reflect important emphasis in 


Christian thinking today, this is a big book of solid value. 


The Background 

of the Gospel 
Bitty GRAHAM 
CLARENCE S. Roppy 
PIERRE MARCEL 
Harowtp B. KUHN 
Bryant M. KIRKLAND 
PAUL S. REEs 


With Christ Before Calvary 
SAMUEL M. SHOEMAKER 
ALAN REDPATH 
LesuiE R. MARSTON 
V. RayMonp EDMAN 
ALAN WALKER 
Criovis G. CHAPPELL 
G. Ernest THOMAS 


With Christ Near His End 


James McGraw 
Ratpu G. TURNBULL 
J. MarceE.ius Kik 
Myron J. TAYLOR 
Joun M. Gorpon 
Puiuip E, HucHEs 
Roy H. SHort 


With Christ 
After the Ascension 


GEOFFREY W. BROMILEY 
O. A. GEISEMAN 

Cary N. WeEIsiceER III 
Heimut T, LEHMANN 
W. Stanrorp Rep 
EucENE N. PATTERSON 
WiiuraM C, Rosinson 


With Christ 

in Later Epistles 
W. E. SANGSTER 
Harowp L. Ficketrt, Jr. 
Joun R. RicHARDSON 
HaRoLp J. OCKENGA 
FRANK E, GAEBELEIN 


With Christ 

in the Unknown Future 
PETER H. ELDERSVELD 
Raven L. KEIPer 
FREDERICK C. FOWLER 
Howarp O. Jones 
Oswatp C. J. HOFFMANN 


The notes and incisive introduction by Dr. Blackwood make 
EVANGELICAL SERMONS OF OUR DAY an immensely useful volume to 


all preachers. 


$5.95 


At your bookseller e HARPER & BROTHERS, N. Y. 16 
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budget is met through fees paid by its 
750 clients—which include 100 daily 
newspapers, 350 religious publications 
and more than 200 radio and television 
stations. 

RNS maintains offices in the NCC] 
building in New York. Miss Lillian 
Block is managing editor. 

Daily news reports are RNS’s basic 
products, but the agency also issues 
weekly resumes of religious trends, syn- 
dicated cartoons, radio and _ television 
scripts, plus maintaining an extensive 
picture service. 

RNS has a corps of 450 news corres- 
pondents in the United States, 150 for- 
eign news correspondents, and 350 photo 
correspondents in this country and 


abroad. 


Change of Mind 
Staff members of three Methodist 


boards of social concerns, after a meeting 
in Washington last month, came out for 
unification of their agencies. 

The move amounted to a change of 
mind by some who are connected with 
the Board of Temperance, the Board of 
World Peace, and the Board of Social 
and Economic Relations. It was known 
that there had been considerable opposi- 
tion to consolidation into one board, 
likely to be called the “Board of Chris- 
tian Social Concerns.” 

The proposed merger is expected to be 
a chief item of business before the 
Methodist General Conference when it 
opens April 27 in Denver, Colorado. 


Taking Stock 


Indiana church and government lead- 
ers, taking stock of Billy Graham's 27- 
day Indianapolis crusade, cite its impact 
upon religious and community life. 

More than half the 9,320 decisions 
were made by teen-agers, according to 
campaign officials. 

Governor Harold W. Handley de 
clared that the impact of the crusade 
“has been tremendous,” that Indiana was 
now “a better state, morally and spir- 
itually.” 

Dr. Laurence T. Hosie, executive sec- 
retary of the Church Federation of 
Greater Indianapolis, noted that the cru- 
sade “has made a valuable contribution 
to Christian love and cooperation.” 

Methodist Bishop Richard C. Raines 
asserted that “this whole section of In- 
diana has been awakened to the fact that 
Christianity is still ‘good news.’” 

Among converts was an Indiana syndi- 
cated columnist who said he “came to the 
crusade for news stories but remained 
to pray.” 
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Hospital No. 31 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church 
will operate a 300-bed, $6,500,000 gen- 
eral hospital to be built near Dayton, 
Ohio, as a memorial to Charles F. Ket- 
tering, inventor and philanthropist. 

Adventists operate 30 other hospitals 
in North America and 78 overseas. 

It was the personal choice of Eugene 
W. Kettering, the scientist’s only son, 
that the Adventists should operate the 
hospital. 











































time again! 


And time once again to enjoy 
America’s traditional holiday 
favorite. It’s an inseparable 
part of the Season for 
hundreds of thousands... 
because it gives added meaning 
to Christmas each year. 


Christmas 


An American Annual of Christmas Literature 
and Art. Edited by Randolph E. Haugan 


VOLUME TWENTY-NINE 











The scientist's son will pay about 
$4,500,000 toward the cost of construct- 
ing the hospital, which will not open 
until 1961 or later. Dayton area civic 
leaders hope to raise $1,500,000 through 
a “limited campaign” among firms and 
individuals. A federal Hill-Burton grant 
of $500,000 is expected. 

The hospital will be located in the 
Dayton suburb of Kettering on land 
where Charles F. Kettering once lived. 















Geneva: Then and Now 










“What a glorious ornament of the 
Christian religion is such a purity of 
morals,” wrote Dr. Valentine Andree, 
who visited Geneva nearly 50 years after 
Calvin’s death. 

“All cursing and swearing, gambling, 
luxury, strife, hatred, fraud, etc., are 
forbidden,” the Lutheran leader said, 
“while greater sins are hardly heard of.” 

Last month, Protestants and Roman 
Catholics joined in urging the Geneva 
cantonal government to ban striptease 


FEATURES — 


THE CHRISTMAS STORY—according to St. Luke 
and St. Matthew, illustrated in full-color 4 
ARTICLES AND STORIES—‘“‘ The Houses of George 
Frederick Handel’’. . .“‘Oberammergau’s Gift to 
Us”... .and many others 4 POETRY—Beauti- 
fully illustrated poem “Unless Ye Become” by 
Grace Noll Crowell 4 MUSIC—six new and 
melodious arrangements .. . including ‘‘Oh, I 
Would Sing of Mary’s Child’ and “Behold 
That Star” 4ART—“‘The Eisenhower Gettysburg 
Farm” ... “Sketches from the North Woods” 
- +» and others suitable for framing. 4 


TWO FINE EDITIONS / 68 pages, 10%"x 13%" 
GIFT EDITION A LIBRARY EDITION 
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shows from the city’s night clubs in order with gift envelope $3.00 Cloth bound a be i 
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to “safeguard public morality.” > ae 

Geneva is the only place in Switzer- ¥ THE PERFECT APPRECIATION GIFT—In — 

; : : addition to those on your special gift 
land where striptease is permitted. It has . list, you'll want to give CHRISTMAS Wag 
become a flourishing adjunct of the . to Sunday school teachers, shut-ins, | — 
: - servicemen and others you may wish Pe 

tourist trade. ty Se 


To The Moslems 





; o remember. ; : 
. a ee ’ 9 
! two new Christmas books for tiny tots! "s+ 
The Finnish Missionary Society is sf 5 
marking its centennial this year by open- : 
ing a new mission field among Moslems 
of Pakistan. 
Oldest and largest mission agency of 





TINY TREE 


by Gustaf A. Wickland, 
illus. by E, Selim 


Happiness comes to a 
little boy and a tiny 







SOMETHING 
FOR JESUS 


: sé by Edith Berven Eckblad, 
Something »! illus. by M. Mickelson 


$e Vor desus A story told in verse of 

























































the Finnish (State) Lutheran Church, Ohi in this unusual ae — , mee Sane 
the society will work in cooperation with — $1.00 Le ea: cae ees $1.00 
the 56-year-old Danish Pathan Mission, \ : \Z.° Me! 
which has missionaries in the far north ; ‘ei . ws ‘ , ssiiinieensuiiliviinalieaninnenipmarssncminititl 
iP abs > anicts ee 
—— Pokisten, near the Atghenisten ‘available at your | CHRISTMAS ANNUAL/Vol. 29 | 
| favorite bookstore or— |r enone | Gurr Emon —coien($1.50%0) | 
End of a Cathedral ° I ¢ | rece Tass a ‘lites | 
East Berlin officials plan to raze ruins Pe S | SOMETHING FOR JESUS _ copies ($1.00 ea.) | 
of the city’s largest non-Catholic church. F UGS arg Name | 
The famous Protestant Cathedral, PUBLISHING HOUSE Address | 
badly damaged in 1945, must give way City Zone__._ | 
for a new meeting hall, say the Com- 426 South 5th Street ! State Dept. CT-129 
munists. The cathedral seats 3,500. Minneapolis 15, Minn. i le 
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CHOIR® PULPIT*@ ROBES 


Rich in beauty, Reverent 
elegance in every line—for Junior, 
Choirs and Clergy. Send for 

free satalog, 
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LEON H. SULLIVAN 


INC. 


Investment Securities 


Three Penn Center Plaza 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
LOcust 4-4300 


|) Mutual Funds - Municipal Bonds 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 





DEPL 222, SCRANTON 2, PA. D 







SIBERIA TO THE 
‘SCOTT MISSION 


Yes, a request has come to The Scott 
Mission from a lady who was interned 
| for 18 years in a camp in Siberia. Crip- 


| pled and having lost the use of her limbs 
e was sent back to her country behind 
Iron Curtain. The request was for a 
el chair so that she would be able to 







ve about on her release 

‘We left Norilsk, Siberia by plane at 
6:00 a.m. October 12, 1959. We arrived 
in Moscow at 11:00 p.m. the same day 
| Next day we left for Riga and after 3 
| hours \ reached home town 
| The first days each time I looked at 
wheel chair, I could not refrain from cry- 


jing, but they were tears of gratitude 
Only one who for years had lost his abil- 
| ity of moving around can fully understand 





| and ap ate the greatness of such a 
gift. The chair had arrived in Leningrad 
Aug. 8, 1959 but it came to our house 

lon Sept. 30 

i on Sept. 30 

I am an old and poor woman now. I 

| know | shall never be able to repay my 


benefactor. But all those years of misery 
I trusted in God and now my daily prayer 
He may reward this kind heart, 
ho remembered and did so much for 


inat 













he Scott Mission to Siberia— 
ribution will reach the needy 
estitute with Christian testimony and 


loving ministry. Should you feel led to 
share in this Christ-like ministry, please 
make cheques payable to “The Scott 


Mission, Inc.’’ Cash contributions should 
be sent by registered mail. Thank you 
| and may God bless you 


|THE SCOTT MISSION, INC. 


Rev. M. Zeidman, Executive Director 
Rev. A. Zeidman, Managing Director 


502 Spadina Avenue, 
Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 


























CENTENNIAL 


(Cont'd from p. 29) affirmation of faith in 
the Bible as “the fully inspired, infallible 
Word of God, the only rule of faith and 
practice.” Centennial-related activities 
included: 

—A September 16-October 4 crusade in 
the Fukuoka Sports Center with evange- 
list David Morken which saw more than 
1,000 decisions for Christ despite adverse 
circumstances (e.g., a young musician 
was diagnosed as having cancer a week 
before the meetings began; the first of 
two typhoons cancelled the opening serv- 
ice and the second came 10 days later; 
the wife of a crusade planner died). 

—A campaign in Nagoya, third largest 
city in Japan, from September 11 through 
20 with the Rev. Koji Honda, a leading 
national evangelist. 

—Climactic conferences in October 
featuring overseas guests such as Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith, pastor emeritus of The 
Peoples Church in Toronto, Professor 
Roger Nicole of Gordon Divinity School, 
Professor Edward J. Young of West- 
minster Theological Seminary and Mr. 
Roy LeCraw, former mayor of Atlanta 
and a leading Presbyterian layman. The 
North American team spoke in meetings 
in Tokyo, Yckohama, Sendai, Nagoya, 
Osaka, Kyoto, Kobe, Fukuoka, Hiro- 
shima, Okayama, Shikoku and Kyushu. 
Following a six-day meeting in Tokyo, 
the Japan Protestant Centennial adopted 
a resolution which (1) repented of “idol- 
atry,” (2) pledged to try to “guard 
against the mistake of introducing the 
elements of pagan religion into any state- 





Deaths: Dr. Earle V. Pierce, 90, 
president of the American Baptist 
Convention in 1938-39, in St. Paul, 
Minnesota . . . the Rev. William P. 
Nicholson, noted Irish evangelist, in 
Cork, Ireland . . . Dean Charles L. 
McGavern of St. John’s Episcopal 
Cathedral in Jacksonville, Florida Che 
and his wife were among those killed 
when a National Airlines plane 
plunged into the Gulf of Mexico). 





Elections: As moderator-designate 
of the Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand, the Rev. J. S. Somerville .. . 
as president of the Fellowship of 
Evangelical Baptist Churches in Can- 
ada, the Rev. R. E. J. Brackstone. 


Appointments: As dean of the fac- 
ulty and professor of New Testament 


PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 
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related affairs,” (3) endorsed the national! 
constitution, and (4) vowed to “ ‘fight 
this good fight of faith’ unitedly on the 
basis of our common belief in the Bible.” 
It was also decided to plan a translation 
of the Bible into modern Japanese and 
to explore possibility of foreign mission- 
ary work. 

Said Smith: “I believe the Church in 
Japan, for the first time, is catching the 
vision of world evangelism and that it 
will launch out as this second century 
opens and do its part in obeying the 
command of Jesus Christ to go into all 
the world.” 

He observed, however, that Japanese 
“are a proud nation and difficult to 
reach,” adding, “Missionary casualties are 
very heavy; about 50 per cent never 
return for the second term.” 

Smith asserted that “the Christian 
forces in Japan are characterized by divi- 
sion. It is very difficult to secure cooper- 
ation even among the evangelicals. . . . It 
is a pity that evangelical missionaries who 
have come to evangelize Japan cannot 
work together in a great evangelistic cam- 
paign to do the very work for which 
they came.” 

LeCraw, retired U. S. Air Force 
colonel, raised a storm of protest when 
he was quoted as predicting that Japanese 
militarism will rise again and that the 
United States may have to fight the 
Pacific war all over again. 

“The Japanese are rankling under- 
neath from a hurt pride and cannot forget 
that America was the first nation ever 
to defeat them in war,” he was reported 
to have said in Tokyo. 


















at Western Conservative Baptist The- 
ological Seminary, Dr. Arthur Whit- 
ing . . . as federal secretary of the 
Church Missionary Society in Aus- 
tralia, A. Jack Dain. 










Nomination: For moderator of the 
American Unitarian Association, Dr. 
James R. Killian, Jr., former presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and special assistant for 
science and technology to President 
Eisenhower. 


editor of the 
weekly Baptist Digest, state paper of 
Kansas Baptists, Joe Novak. 


Resignation: As 


Consecration: As Anglican Bishop 
of Tokyo, the Rev. David Makoto 
Goto. 
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THE UNIVERSITY AND CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT 


Religion and the State University, edited by Erich A. Walter (University 
of Michigan Press, 1958, $6.50) and Religion and Learning at Yale, by 
Ralph H. Gabriel (Yale University Press, 1958, $4), are reviewed by 
W. Stanford Reid, Professor of History, McGill University. 


The university in Western society for 
the past millennium has probably been 
one of the best mirrors of thought to be 
found anywhere within the communities 
it has operated. What is more, it has 
helped from time to time to mold the 
thought of its day. Thus, if mid-twen- 
tieth century Christians in America wish 
to understand the origins and direction of 
contemporary thinking, they would do 
well to study the history and present state 
of the universities on this continent. And 
in their pursuit they will be greatly aided 
by two recent books: Religion and the 
State University, and Religion and 
Learning at Yale. 

In the first book some 20 authors 
have endeavored to explain the present 
position of religion in the state univer- 
sities and how religion might be fostered 
within their walls without contravening 
their basic principle of separation of 
Church and State. According to their 
basic constitutions as land grant colleges, 
most state universities are obliged to 
maintain a position of religious neutrality 
and give no support to any ecclesiastical 
organization or body of religious dogma. 
Yet at the same time it is becoming in- 
creasingly apparent that these institu- 
tions, even on social grounds, cannot 
ignore religion. Nor apparently do many 
teachers in them wish to be irreligious. 
This is the basic problem. 

All the writers in this symposium are 
in favor of religion. To them it is “a 
good thing,” and some have very perti- 
nent remarks to make on the subject. At 
the same time they are faced with the 
basic difficulty that religion is not some- 
thing merely to be studied but to be be- 
lieved. It is that which calls for self- 
committal. Therefore, they are forced to 
adopt the position that the university 
should foster ‘religiosity” without itself 
taking any stand. The state university's 
religion is neutralism or agnosticism. 
Just as Gladstone tried this plan in Ire- 
land in the nineteenth century without 
success, so it has been done in mid-twen- 
tieth century America to no satisfaction. 

How America has gravitated to this 


position of religious neutralism in_ its 
state-supported universities, when in the 
beginning its schools were committed to 
Christianity, is made clear by the second 
book. Yale like all the early educational 
foundations had a strongly religious basis 
that was predominantly Calvinistic in the 
New England Puritan tradition. More- 
over, this Christianity was obviously not 
something which formed a cloak for the 
school but was the warp and woof of its 
very existence. In fact Yale was a 
church as well as a college, and as such 
it represented the general outlook of New 
England society in that day. 

The interesting thing about Gabriel’s 
book is that it shows very clearly how 
Yale gradually came to reject its funda- 
mental Christian principles. Rationalism, 
romanticism, and Darwinism following 
at each other’s heels eventually destroyed 
any general belief in the reliability of 
the Bible as divine revelation. The result 
was that Yale has been left with a kind 
of general religiosity strongly resembling 
the points of view expressed in Religion 
and the State University. Secularism has 
taken over, leaving whatever religion is 
officially recognized as a formality. To 
the author of this book such an outcome 
seems to be acceptable, but it presents to 
Christians of more orthodox interests 
certain basic problems. 

One thing both of these works seem 
to emphasize is that modern universities, 
or at least some of the teachers in them, 
are coming to realize that men cannot 
live by science alone. There are still the 
questions of right and wrong, the ques- 
tions of death and ultimate survival 
which men must face. For this reason 
even the modern intellectuals are begin- 
ning to feel that perhaps religion is 
necessary—as a type of fire insurance. 
Thus religion is acknowledged to be of 
some importance, but it does not mean a 
revival of interest today in Christianity as 
such. This comes out very clearly in the 
latter part of Religion and the State 
University. Let no one say that the 
universities are becoming Christian be- 
cause of an increased concern for religion. 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


As one looks at the religious history 
of Yale, he will also observe that no one 
ever made an effective attempt, in the 
days Christianity was emphasized, to set 
forth a Christian philosophy of life 
capable of dealing with new develop- 
ments of thought. The philosophy and 
science of orthodoxy was, and to a con- 
siderable extent still is, Aristotelian, 
which was really incapable of dealing 
with the intellectual movements of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
Christians, having no solid philosophy 
with which to approach new discoveries, 
found themselves forced either to sur- 
render to the current rationalism and 
materialism or to withdraw from the in- 
tellectual field. This seems to be the 
reason why religion today in the univer- 
sities is being studied primarily as an 
aspect of society, and also why it is 
regarded as something really extra-cur- 
ticular to the university. It has remained 
separate from the academic intellectual 
endeavors of the scholar. 

Largely because of this state of affairs 
Christianity, at one time dominating in- 
tellectual activities particularly in univer- 
sities of the Western World, has gradu- 
ally retreated from the arts and science 
pursuits of the university. The present 
situation also explains why many Chris- 
tians today regard science, and in some 
cases education, as dangerous if not in- 
evitably destructive of Christian faith. 
And this in turn indicates why Christian 
students attending the so-called “secular” 
or “neutral” university often regard their 
studies as of little importance except to 
obtain a degree wherewith they can get 
a job after graduation. It is not surpris- 
ing, therefore, that with some exceptions 
the average Christian student at the neu- 
tral university is not among the intel- 
lectual leaders. 

The attempted answer to this problem 
of irreligious education has been the 
founding of more evangelical colleges. 
CNo one on this continent has yet suc- 
ceeded in establishing an evangelical uni- 
versity.) But even these institutions, 
while they have been of some help to the 
Christian student, have generally been 
unable to provide a specifically Christian 
interpretation of reality except in theo- 
logical terms. A certain amount of work 
has been done by individuals and groups 
to satisfy the need. Nothing really use- 
ful, however, has appeared. And owing 
to a lack of money, and to a primary 
emphasis upon evangelism or the sancti- 
fication of students by a myriad of regu- 
lations, few if any of these Christian 
colleges have demonstrated any effective- 
ness as research bodies. 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


Our present need is not more chapels 
and more religious centers in the univer- 
sities. Christians who are in academic 
positions ought to be endeavoring with 
all their powers to produce a Christian 
interpretation of their own fields, and 
to demonstrate that it is the Christian 
faith alone that makes sense out of this 
What is 
more, every effort should be made to en- 
courage young people to enter the aca- 
demic field and to teach in the neutral 
university. 


universe in which we live. 


Since materialists, atheists, 
and the like set forth the facts of their 
elds according to their own philosophies, 
why should not the Christian do the 
same in order that men may have the op- 
portunity to see what Christianity offers, 
and to reckon with it? 

W. Sranrorp Rem 


INDETERMINANCY 


Chance and Providence, by William 
G. Pollard (Scribners, 1958, 190 
pp-, $3.50), is reviewed by Lewis 
B. Smedes, Professor of Bible, Cal- 


vin College. 


The terms chance and providence will 
strike most people as involving two con- 
tradictory notions. The providence of 
God means, for one thing, that all things 


for our generation 


are planned and controlled by God, 
which thus excludes the possibility of 
chance and accident in history. The 
thesis of this book, however, is that only 
a scientific description of the world in 
terms of chance is compatible with the 
Christian faith in providence. 

The author, Dr. William G. Pollard, 
is a scientist of considerable rank as well 
as an Episcopalian priest. His book is an 
account of his search for unity between 
the two worlds of thought which he 
inhabits. As a scientist he is bound to 
the conviction that natural events are 
subject to scientific investigation and ex- 
perimental verification. As a believer, he 
is equally convinced that God is at work 
providentially in every event. As he puts 
it, “I had come to know two realities, 
each all encompassing and of universal 
scope, which were so firmly rooted in my 
own experience that it was unthinkable 
to give up or deny either of them.” 
Rather than forcing him to give up either 
of his worlds, Dr. Pollard is convinced 
that modern physics has shown him how 
he can hold to both. Wholly apart from 
his conclusions, the author puts us in his 
debt for sharing his thought with us. 

Dr. Pollard rests his case on the con- 
viction that all scientific explanation is 
statistical in character. The structure of 
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physical reality is such that for every 
event occurring in nature there are a 
varying number of corresponding possi- 
bilities that could have occurred. Scien- 
tific explanation is statistical, therefore, 
because it deals with the probability of 
certain events occurring out of any num- 
ber of other possibilities. This is true 
of physics as well as of other sciences, 
All scientific explanation is statistical be- 
cause the basic structure of the universe 
is such that all future events are inde 
terminate. The laws of nature do not 
determine one and only one possible 
effect in response to any given cause; the 
laws of nature only limit the number of 
relative probabilities. In other words, 
events that actually occur are not the 
only events that could have occurred. 
Chance, thus, becomes a basic ingredient 
of nature and history. Every instant, a 
great number of possibilities are opened 
up as a result of each causative factor, 
All this is a wide application of Heisen- 
berg’s principle of indeterminancy. It 
provides the key for Dr. Pollard in his 
attempt to harmonize his faith in provi- 
dence with his commitment to the scien- 
tific method. 

The world so structured as to be open 
each instant to many possibilities is the 


kind of world in which the biblical doc- 


A... to richer understanding of the Bible opens for 


Christians everywhere with publication on October 5 of the first 
five volumes in the 25-volume LAYMAN’S BIBLE COM- 
MENTARY. 


In this new study tool every passage of Scripture is 
explained by 25 outstanding interpreters of the Old and New 
Testaments. These writers were chosen for their scholarship, 
for their ability to write in layman's language, and because they 
share a common approach to the meaning of the Bible. 


Useful for many purposes 


Many lay men and women will want the entire set 
(or individual volumes) for their own personal use and for 
family study of the Bible. Teachers in the church school pro- 
gram will use it for lesson preparation and background. Bible 
study groups in families, churches, and colleges will also be 
using the LBC volumes. Ministers, editors, writers, and church 
libraries will find the LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 
helpful to their tasks. 


FIRST FIVE 
VOLUMES 


Ready at 
your book store 


Vol. 1—Introduction to the Bible. 
Kenneth J. Foreman, Bruce M. Metzger, 
Balmer H. Kelly, Donald G. Miller, 
Arnold B. Rhodes 

Vol. 2—Genesis. Charles T. Fritsch 

Vol. 14—Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah. Jacob M. Myers 

Vol. 18—Luke. Donald G. Miller 

Vol. 22—Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians. Archibald M. Hunter 


In total design, LBC volumes are planned for 
greatest durability at lowest cost. Number of pages 
ranges from 128 to 176, with type and paper chosen 
for maximum readability. The Commentary will be 
published abroad by SCM Press of London and Ryer- 
son Press of Toronto. 


Boxed set of 5, $8.75 Individual volumes, $2.00 
4 or more (any assortment) each, $1.75 
JOHN KNOX PRESS Richmond 9, Virginio 


Ask your bookseller 
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trine of providence has a real place. 
“Only in such a world could the course 
of events be continuously responsive to 
the will of its creator” Cp. 73). Science 
reveals the world of nature to be the 
kind of place in which, at every point 
and at each instant, almost anything can 
occur. Providence, however, is not con- 
cerned only with the things that do. 
The actual events take place as they do 
because God willed them for his own 
purpose. The many possibilities that 
science understands to be present at each 
instant provide a field in which God is 
continuously at work bringing about 
those things that are. In other words, 
the world as now understood by modern 
physics is precisely the kind of world 
in which the providence of God can be 
a reality. The now outmoded mechan- 
istic determinism had room for provi- 
dence at most only as an occasional 
invasion of nature. The modern view of 
quantum mechanics and the principle of 
indeterminancy (or chance) leaves the 
whole field of nature and history wide 
open for the continuous operation of 
divine providence. 

From a theological point of view there 
are several reasons for gratitude with Dr. 
Pollard’s book. We may be grateful, for 
example, for the author’s intent. He 
specifically is not trying to demonstrate 
from modern physics that providence is 
a reality. His faith in providence is a 
matter of belief in the biblical revelation. 
He is not writing an apologetic for provi- 
dence; he is only trying to relate his 
faith in providence to his scientific con- 
victions. We may also be grateful for 
his rejection of a providence understood 
as a supplementary explanation of his- 
tory alongside of the scientific explana- 
tion. That is, he does not try to demon- 
strate that some things in history are 
accountable only by providence, though 
most things are explainable by science. 
Providence embraces all things, all 
events. The reality of providence is 
knowable only within a community of 
faith; it is never attainable through scien- 
tific observation. Though it is true on 
the other hand, that science can never 
disprove the reality of providence, this 
is not significant to Dr. Pollard’s argu- 
ment. What is important to him is that 
a proper scientific view of nature opens 
up to him a world in which his faith in 
providence is not an anomaly. 

This reviewer is not competent to 
make a judgment on Dr. Pollard’s thesis. 
It sounds both reasonable and exciting 
to him. But he is provoked to one ques- 
tion, Is it not dangerous to insist that 
one and only one view of nature allows 





for the possibility of providence? Dr. 
Pollard writes that “the one character- 
istic of the scientific description of the 
world which we require in order to have 
the kind of world in which the biblical 
view can be true is the description of 
phenomena in terms of chance and prob- 
ability” (p. 97). I am wondering whether 
this strict exclusion of all other possible 
views of nature is not too binding for 
the doctrine of providence? Are we so 
sure that we have now reached the final 
state of scientific description? Is it im- 
possible that a future era could “dis- 
prove” the indeterminacy principle? And, 
should a future science “disprove” chance 
in nature, think of the embarrassment of 
Christians who tied the possibility of 
providence to the reality of chance. 
Lewis B. SMEDES 


**WHOM GOD HATH JOINED" 


Christian Marriage, by Rolf L. 
Veenstra (Guardian Publishing Co., 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 1957, 
180 pp., $2.90), is reviewed by 
David W. Baker, Assistant Professor 
of Religion, Ursinus College, and 
Physician and Surgeon at Lankenau 


Hospital, Philadelphia. 


In his preface the author admits that 
there is very little if anything in his 
book that is “more than a poor echo” of 
what has already been said “better and 
before.” And that is true. He might 
also have added that his book will have 
no appeal to those who are not Chris- 
tians, and will offer little help to those 
who are. This is regrettable because the 
need for a good book on Christian mar- 
riage is great, and because much was ex- 
pected from this particular book. It was 
selected as the first volume in a series of 
books designed to deal with some of the 
broad aspects of the Reformed faith and 
their practical application. 

The author, the Reverend Rolf L. 
Veenstra, a minister of the Christian Re- 
formed Church, has written loosely and 
inaccurately. This is quite surprising in 
view of the high standard of scholarship 
we have come to expect of the clergy of 
that denomination. 

Mr. Veenstra devotes an entire chapter 
to the subject of marriage and sex. But 
after reading the nearly 6,000 words 
which he has written in this chapter, one 
comes to the conclusion that he has ac- 
tually said nothing at all about the sub- 
ject. 

Other evidence of the 
inaccuracy of his writing is as follows: 
on page 146 he notes that physical 
adultery is “the one ground which Scrip- 


looseness and 








SOLVE YOUR GIFT PROBLEM 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


THE CHRISTMAS GIFT | 


For your Pastor and 


Bible Class Teacher 


“WILSON’S DICTIONARY 
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ture permits as a reason for divorce.” 
But what of desertion? There is a solid 
body of scholarly opinion to the effect 
that desertion is also a scriptural ground 
for divorce. Though many disagree, in- 
cluding all Roman Catholic scholars, the 
constant Reformed tradition is that there 
are two scriptural grounds for divorce: 
adultery and desertion. 

Mr. Veenstra also does not hesitate 
to go beyond the Scriptures. On page 
146 he says: “A man who does not love 
his wife, or a wife her husband, is living 
in adultery, no matter how indifferent he 
or she may be to members of the oppo- 
site sex.” 

A shocking case of authorial infidelity 
to Scripture is Mr. Veenstra’s comparison 
of marriage to the Trinity, found on page 
18: “Through the ‘miracle’ of marriage 
two separate individuals become basically 
one, and these two, in turn, bring into 
being a third individual who is one with 
them, flesh of their flesh, and yet a sepa- 
rate person. Herein is a faint but real 
reflection of Him who is at once three, 
yet one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 

For generations Jews and Moslems 
have been shouting at Christians that 
they worship three gods. And for as 
many years we Christians have been cry- 
ing back: “Not so! Whatever be the 
relations between the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, they are not 
three gods, but One God.” We have 
been as insistent as Israel that “the Lord, 
our God, the Lord is One” (Deut. 6:4). 
And the oneness of mind and will which 
characterizes the relation of the Son to 
the Father (John 5:19, 30), to give but 
one example, finds no likeness whatsoever 
in the relationships of marriage and 
parenthood. Anyone who has ever been 
a party to the full expression of personal- 
ity in these relationships knows this full 
well! Spiritual, mental, and _ volitional 
unity between husbands and wives and 
their children simply does not exist in 
any manner which can be compared to 
that which the Holy Trinity has in these 
things. If the Trinity is like a man and 
his wife and their child, in even a physi- 
cal sense, then we do worship three gods. 
But the facts are, they aren’t and we 
don’t. 

We are inclined to the opinion that 
such statements as we have quoted are 
due to carelessness rather than conviction. 
For it is difficult to believe that any 
serious student of the Bible and the Re- 
formed faith could be guilty of such 
obvious errors on any other basis. 

There is also much carelessness in pre- 
senting non-scriptural matters. For ex- 


ample, in speaking of polygamy, Mr. 
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Veenstra says: “There are more men in 
the United States who marry more than 
one wife than there are in countries 
which permit it” (page 143). This may 
be true, but Mr. Veenstra gives no evi- 
dence to support it. 

“Lack of sexual adjustment,” he says 
on page 150, “is almost always a symp- 
tom rather than a cause of marital fail- 
ure.” Again, there is no supporting evi- 
dence, and no recognition at all of a 
very large body of differing opinion that 
is supported by a considerable amount of 
therapeutic and psychological evidence. 

His words in favor of celibacy are well 
taken. The world has been enriched by 
the sacrifice of marriage on the part of a 
few rare individuals. But Mr. Veenstra’s 
examples, taken as a group, are poorly 
chosen: Beethoven, Handel, Chopin, 
Brahms, Schubert, Isaac Newton, Leo- 
nardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Emily 
Dickenson, Charlotte Bronté, Florence 
Nightingale, and Jane Addams. Persons 
informed of the perversions and gross 
immoralities which stained the celibacy 
of some of these celebrated persons would 
better conclude than Mr. Veenstra: “It is 
better to marry than to burn” (I Cor. 
7:9). And in such a conclusion they 
would find ample support in the dean of 
the Reformed faith, John Calvin, as well 
as St. Paul. 

Mr. Veenstra’s chapter on the Divine 
Organization of Marriage is altogether 
superior and excellent. It is the best 
we have seen anywhere. Here he gives 
evidence of being informed, scriptural, 
and wise, and he writes with great care 
and conviction. In this chapter he makes 
a valuable contribution toward the solu- 
tion of some of the really basic problems 
of modern society. It is worth the whole 
price of this otherwise unfortunately 
written book. Would that Mr. Veenstra 
would take this chapter and expand it 
into a small volume! Such a book is 
greatly needed, and would be almost 
alone in its field. Perhaps the author and 
his publishers will favor us in the near 
future with a further effort directed along 
these lines. Davin W. Baker 
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| cher’s axiom that a true parable has but 


| dom, 


stories and to get into the heart of the 
mind and message of Jesus. 

Dr. Straton, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church at Malden, Massachusetts, has 
been studying and preaching our Lord’s 
parables over a period of six years. Any- 
one reading this volume will agree that 
it bears the marks of careful study and 
deeply devoted scholarship. 

The introductory chapter on “Parables 
and Their Meaning” is worth the price 
of the book. Here the pastor can take a 
refresher course in Parables and the lay- 
man will find a down-to-earth discussion 
of what a parable is plus a clear distine- 
tion between parable, 
simile, and metaphor. | 

The author accepts and follows Juli- | 


fable, allegory, 


one point. He gathers our Lord’s para- 
bles under four headings, “The Kingdom 
is at Hand,” “Entrance into the King- 
” “Conduct in the Kingdom” and 
“Judgment in the Kingdom.” The book 
is rich in illustration, research, and ap- 
plication, and combines the historical 
with the fresh. This is another wave in 
the tidal bore which is surging back to 
biblical theology and biblical preaching. 

Frank A. LawrRENCE 
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book were delivered when the new 
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of Old Testament theology as with those 
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prophecies. The final lecture demon- 
strates the manner in which the Old 
Testament undergirds the New with re- 
gard to the incarnate Christ. 


Lucid and scholarly, this book covers | ¥ 


admirably a neglected area of biblical | 
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oun Religious Thoughe 


A MAN by the name of Martin Marty is 


a man I would enjoy knowing. I am 
perhaps conditioned by the overtones of 
his name—Marty Marion was my all-time 
favorite shortstop, and “Marty” is one of 
And now 
Martin Marty has clinched my prejudg- 
of him by writing a delightful 
book, The New Shape of American Re- 
ligi nl. 

We 


organization man, exurbia, and the seek- 


my all-time favorite movies. 


ments 


have a sufficiency of books on the 


ing of status, and with the exception of 
Babson Zevers Can These 
Live? | think of no other writer 
who has brought these questions of so- 


and Bones 


can 


ciety over into the field of the church as 


Martv. 


tioned ability to see our church in our 


clearly as He has the unques- 
times and to bring his critical mind to 
bear on the problems and dangers of the 
church with great clarity, pungency, and 
excellence. He abhors the church in the 
orey flannel suit. 

There has been what Marty calls an 
“erosion,” as the things of this world 
blur the distinctions of Christianity, un- 
til no one knows where Christianity 
stops and modern society begins. This 
would be all to the good if our Christian- 
ity had so invaded society that the two 
had become one. But the opposite has 
taken place. One has the eerie feeling 
that society has changed Christianity in- 
to something that can be defined only as 
religion-in-general in which the object of 
worship is God-in-general. The question 


Marty 


created a new religion of God-in-general 


raises is whether we have not 


which dominates not only American 
society, but all the churches. Surpris- 
ingly enough, he finds this influence in 
Catholic and Jewish churches as well as 
in “In God we trust,” but 
apparently this God in whom we trust 


Protestant. 


has been created by and equated with 
the American way of life. Marty is es- 
pecially sharp in seeing how church 
leaders and even revivalist religion are 
contributing to this blurred picture of 


God. Part of the plea of the book is for 
40 { 208 ] 


a new “particularity” to make sharp 


again what Christianity really is. 

In facing problems and discovering 
solutions Marty follows a three-point out- 
line—God, Man, Community. His chap- 
ter headings indicate the zest with which 
he handles such topics: “The God of 
Religion-in-general,” “Man in Religion- 
ized America,” and “The Setting for the 
With 


analysis of our situation one is largely 


Future: Panurbia.” the author’s 
forced to agree. He has his finger on the 
pulse of our times and has rightly diag- 
nosed the fever of the church. 

As is true of most critical analyses, it 
is easier to break an egg than it is to make 
one; the sections on analysis are sharper 
than those on synthesis. The three solu- 


tions offered for the error of our ways 


are these: (1) the revelation of God in 
the form of a servant, (2) the biblical 


view of man in community, and (3) the 
remnant motif as an impulse for the sake 
of the 
theological style. 


community. Marty is in good 
One these 


solutions at any ecumenical gathering; 
mayhap Marty himself has been caught 


can hear 


by the theological tides of our times. He 
knows very well that the only way we 
can revolutionize our times is by some 
kind of particularity, but particularities 
be dashed awkward; 
often rude 


revolutionists 
Nevertheless, 
times do call for the divisiveness 
of truth. 


can 
are fellows. 
the 
He is afraid that particular 
witnesses can “excite division and divisi- 
veness,” and that prophets often have 
“presumption and dogmatic arrogance.” 


How true! “What went ye into the 
desert to see?” The first step in raising a 
new crop is plowing. Marty’s thesis 


does not quite make it in his last para- 
graphs. If we are to beware of blurred 
relativism, and at the same time beware 
of divisive individualism, I do not quite 
see how we can create in between “truth 
for us and our community presented as 
an option for the faith and hope of the 
world.” Truth “for us” is all the truth 
we know. How can we present it as an 
option? Luther could not, nor could 
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Calvin, Knox, and the genteel professor, 
John Wesley. If we need a new culture 
we need first a new confession to which 
we can giv e absolute commitment. 
Marty knows all this because in chap- 
ter one he lists four resources for what 
Look at 
(1) Protestants who do 
(2) the recovery of biblical 
theology, and (3) the hidden church, 
which is described as “the people whom 


he calls “this hour of testing.” 
three of them: 
not fit in, 


one meets in the more prosaic and more 
enduring life of the church. . . . In local 
congregations everywhere . . . a little 
Hock which, no doubt, numbers many 
millions . . . nowhere else is a Christian 
witness more sorely tempted; nowhere 
else is it likely to survive.” These are 
the people I wager who never heard of 
the organization man, but hear the word 
from Billy Graham gladly! 

The other resource Marty calls “The 
Ecumenical Movement.” And the way 
in which he treats this movement sur- 
prises one as it delights one. For, “the 
ecumenical gatherings . . . have brought 
Americans into close contact with men 
and women who are struggling and dying 
for the faith, with theologians who must 
draw their lines with clarity. a 

This kind of ecumenism suits me just 
fine. Marty’s solutions in chapter one 
are closer to the truth than his condi- 
tioned ones in chapter nine. 


Appison H. Lerrcu 
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